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ACT of the late AsSEMBLY con- 
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READ ER, 


7 E rwo Acts of the laſt General Am- 


; bly, one concerning ſome Miniſters of the 


Presbytery of Duntermiine, and the other 
concerning Mr, Ebenezer Erskine, and 


ſome other Miniſters adhermg i his Proteſt, 


* 


Practice, as the Prefacer is plæaſed to call i. 


Having been pulbliſbed, as is given out in the. 
Preface to the ſaid Acts, for the Information of 
the Miniſters and Members of this Church, who 
were not preſent at the Aſſeinbly, and to prevent 
Miſrepreſentations which are too frequent SS 


us at preſent ; for the better obtaining of theſe. © 
revo laudable Ends, it was thought neceſſary to 
ſend abroad into the World the following authen- 


tick Extract of the Proceſs of the Synod of Perth 


and Stirling againſt Mr. Erskine, which was 
not deſigned at preſent, had it not been extoried 


by the odious Light, in which the Publiſper 


ſets bis Aﬀair, both in his Preface, and like- 


wiſe by annexing that Part of the Proceſs, 


which contains the Synod's Charge againſt Mr. 
+ Erskine's Sermon, without emitting his Defences 
along with it ; which is not a fair and candid 
Way of informing the impartial World,” who 


muſt be left to juage if My. Erskine in bis Syuo- 
dical Sermon be guilty of fo bold and daring a 


The Prefacer doth not give ſuch a caudid In- 


formation as be pretends, when he' arms, That 
RE eee eee 
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he was Preſent, be might have heard Mr. Er- 
skine at the Bar complain, That the Synod of 


Perth 2nd Stirling had commenced u Proceſs a- 


gainſt him for Cenſure, without ever 2 

evherein he had departea from the Word 0 . 

aud the approven Standarus of this burch, 
contrary to the expreſs Oraer laid doun in the 


Form of Proceſs, Chap. 1. Sf. 4. which be I 
cravea might be. read, which Was done accor- 


M ty, and is as follows, That nothing gught 
admitted by any Church judicatory as a 
Sun of Proceſs for Cenſure, but what hath 


been declared cenſurable by the Word of God, 
or ſome Act or univerſal Cuſtom of this natio- 


nal Church agreeable thereto; He might alſo 


Baue beard Mr, Erskine imſiſt, 7 bat the Afem- 
77 2 ao rectiſy that Error of the Synod, 


proceed ing according to this Rule: As alſo, 


_ Mr Mercer brought in an excentrical Story 


of the Di ſor ders La, bappened in Relation 10 


be Settlement of Kilfauns, be might have heard 


Ar. Erskine complain. of that Speech, as de- 


red 10 lodge the Blame of. rhe. Diſorders. as 
Killauns on his Ser men, which. yet aas not 
ee for ſe vera, Aourhs After theſe © 7 


S Happened. 
The Prefacer PER is upon rbe Moria, 45 . 
ven Confeffion.20izh Mr. Erskine, That every 
- one of a Chriſtian Congregation had by divine 


_ Rightan updoubted Title to vote in the Choice 


of their Minilter-; which 1s ſo far from being 
Matter of Confelion, that aoth not appear 


| 75 e 4 eng ee Principle with him, I bat ſcan- 
da oy Fre me ene —— can . 


(4) 
„Erskine ſaid pathing 2 the Aſembyy. | 
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is evident from p. 17. Synod- Sermon, Edit. © 
where 21. * That the Call of the Church lies 


in the free Chorce and Election of the Chriſtian 


© People. Now, *ris plain, That by a Chriſtian 0 
People Mr. Erskine underſtamds ſuch as are ad - 


mitted into full Commuinion with the Church 
in all her ſealing Oruinantes ; 4s will appear 

the Deſcription he grves of the Church 
of Chrilt in hi World, in his Diſcourſe upon 
Ilaiah 9. 6, which goes along with the Syrodi- 
ral Sermon; p. 58. of rhe above Edition; his 


Words are, Hy the Church I nnderfiand. that © 


Remnant of of wot s Family, who, being 
© determined to break their Covenant wirh Hell, 
© and their Agreement with Death,, join them- 
* ſetves to Chriſ as their 4 Pxieſt ani 
Hing, eitber in Reality, or or by a viſible ans 
* creaible Profeſſion . of their Faith in bim. 


This bei ng Mr. Erskine's declared. Printiple, 


it i evident it could never be Matter of Confeſ- 


ion avi r him, That every Individual, of what 
is commonly called a Chriſtian Con gregation, 
bath by divine Right an undoubtea Te 0 vote 
in the Eleftion of their. Mimfter. © d 
The Prefacer further adds, That Mr. Erbin 8 

s, without con- 4 


flood by, and heard his Layi 
tradicting . Ne in his A "That; in 
his Sermon, by the Church having Right te 


| elect their own Paſtors; he could not be thought 
| to underſtand the Chriſtian People of a Congre- - 


pation; but the Judicatofies of the Church. 
To whith it is anſwered,” That ii ts 
poſe that theſs ſeattied C 
* * N W were 
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tending to defend; it is evident they did plead 
a Point very. Fe For them, viz. The Irre. 
* levancy. of, the Expreſſions, as laid iu the Mi. 
eres of Synod, to infer. any Cenſure upon Mr, 
Erskine; aud this he himſelf might have fafely 
done, without departing in the leaſt from the 
: Confeſſion he made in bis Sermon, Beſides, it i; 
not: Fatt (as the Prefacer alleages) that theſe 
Gentlemen #/aced the Right of elefting a Mi. 
niſter in the Judicatories of rhe-Church, ſecluſive 
of the Chriſtian People of a Congreganoz : 
Notwithſtanding of all which, when a Reve- 
rend Member ved in the Aſſembly, That Mr. 
Erskine might be enquired, If he owned what 
the Advocates bad ſpoke at the Bar, as his own 
' Mind or * in this Affair, and ij he wouli 
give any Senſe or Explication of the Propoſitions 
charged againſt him by the Synod: And the 
Queltion being accordingly. put by. the Mode- 
rator, he replied, That, as be would not adopt 
every Thing ſpoke by the Lawiers at the Bar, 
ſo neither would he put any Senſe upon the Pro- 
14 Foſitions as ſtated hy the Synod in their Charge, 
IM in regard they were their own, and none of his: 
398 And aaaea, That this Affair is now before the 
Aſlembly, and they may judge in it as they ſee 
 - Cauſe. From which it appears, That tho the Ad- 
Vvocates ha (as the Preſacer alleages] contra- 
gifted Mr. Erskine's Confeſſion, yet he is no way 
anſwerable for it; and it would have been juſily 
tight 4 Piece of great Weakneſs in him to, ex- 
. plain the Propoſitions. as the Synod had found 
& ', _. them, for no other End but ro afſiſt. the Afſem- 
| bly in ſupperting the. Grounds of. the Syuos's 
Sentence againſt himſelf, when the Synod them-|| of 
. ſelves Were ſtrattned to do it, a3 appears by - 7 
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44 | modeſt Propoſal, made by Mr. Mercer on _ 
re- -rþe” Managers for the Synod at the Aﬀſembly's 
i Bar, viz. That the Aſſembly ſhould read Mr. | 
Hr. -Zr5kine's Realons of Appeal given in within «7M 
ely ten Days after, the Sentence was palt; and the De- 
the fign of this Motion was to find out the — 

1 Meaning of the Expreſſions upon which the Sy- - 
ee nod had found Mr. Erikize cenſurable ſo many 

Mi- Days before. | 2 3 
ſive I The Prefacer newt endeavours to ſully the Cha. 

n: ¶ racter of the Four Proteſting Brethren, by 1. 
ve- preſenting them as contemning the Authority of 

Mr. the Aſſembly, contrary to the Rules of this 
Hat Church. But, whar Rule of this Church he has 
un in his Eye, it is hard to tell; only it is not to be: 
1411 ſuppoſed that this Church bas yet eſtabliſhed any 
ion, Rule inconſiſtent with that Article in our Con- 

the feffion of Filth, Chap. 20. Set. 2, where it is aſs. 
de- ¶ ferred, That © God alone is the Lord of the Con. 


* 


opt e ſcience, and bas left it free from the Doctrim g | 
ar, I“ and Commanaments of Men, which are It. . | 
Pro- | * any Thing, contrary to his Word or beſide it, 


* 


© in Matters 1 or Vorſbip; ſo that' to. 


* believe ſuch Doftrines, or to obey ſuch Cum- 
« mands out of Conſcience, and the requiring of 


e an implicite Faith, and an abſolute and Mind 
Obedience, is to deſtray Liberty, of Conſcience,: _—_ 
tra- and Reaſon alſo.” . From: whenee it is plain, = 
way | That, according to the Principles of this Church,. |/ WM 
uſiiy 20 Man is bound to obey or ſubmit to Church-, Z 
,ex- || decifioris, anleſs they appear to be ſounded on 
und the Word of God; which. was never attempted, - 
em- to always demande in the preſant Caſe: And: 


2 therefore, the very Nature of the Thing admits WM 
vel 1 BER 


of a Proteſt, without any Contempt of * 


o 
han 
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1 68 . 
Authority lawfully 2 ;4 Protelt being 
iu its on Nature, and even. in the Signification 
e the Mora, nothing elſe but à lolemn Teſtimo- 
ny ſor, and. Declaration. of the Truth, when 
Men conceive it to be any Way injured; which 
was the Caſe in Han. 
ye Prefacer to the Acts waves the many Ob. 
ſervations, he ſays, might be made upon the Con- 
duct of Mr. Erskine and his Adberents, having 
no Inclination to burden the Reader with a large 
Preface. Ondy, ſiuce the Pretacer hopes he will be 
excuſed to remark, that whatever has been done 
by the Aſſembly and other Judicatories of the 
Church, which to ſome may look like Severi- 
ty againſt the Brethren concerned, has been ex- 
torted from them againſt their Inclination, by 
the Obftinacy of theſe Brethren; It is hopes, 
 Hikewiſe, the Reader will excuſe rhe fallowing 
When a Point in Controverſy. is about Sin or 
Duty, and the Lawfulneſs or Unlawhulneſs of an 
Eccleſtaſtick Conſtitution, and a Practice directed 
and influenced thereby; this being a Matter 
wherein the Conſciences of Men are ſo nearly in- 
tereſted, violent Puſhing in this Caſe, to Heights 
- and Extremities, has ever been attended with ve- 
ry ſatal and dangerous Conſequencea. A lamen- 
table Inſtance whereof. we haye in a former Pe- 
riod of this Church, when Proteſtation as 
. enived againſt. the publick Re ſolutions, Jer re- 
.  cervimg 4iſaffetted Perſons into Places of Cit} 
aud Military Truſt: Ye Point then in Contro- 
_ verſo appears to have been mich narrower #648 
. - theopreſeat:" The puplick Reſolutions 4% in⁰ẽ,rvu | = 
e Bor In "Berſaps of dawn Aft. 3 
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e Purely Eccl ical, — fone 


in eternal Salvation of Mens Souls is conter- 
=, and gives a Power to ſuch as are, not only 
declared Enemies to our ecellent Pregbyterian 
Conſtiturion, but diſaffected to the A 75 
Succeſſion in the iliuſtrious Family od ae 
which noted, by the good Hand rr oy 
ys . ons Ts 92 — — 
ences, the Roya e ouer 
_ Ireland; — alm Miniſters «fon oy 1b 4 
5 ations of Scotland, where. their Iutereſt and 
X ence dot h prevail, contrarꝝ 10 aum ö 
ples... 44 the Deciſivn of the 2 
_ in the Cafe of 2 — 2 
1 0 niſters, an opping: 
— Months. e in Publick he Sin- 
ſulneſs and Danger ahich 1hey, evidentiy appre- 
Bend to he in this Act of Aſſembly: lt is 
aha may be judged has extorted, from the Bre- 
thren. concerned, 4 Proteſtation Jar gheir juſt 
e and Duty, to teſtify : publickly' againſt - 
the ſame or like Delections, upon nee | 
caſions. de Nad E 
* In tbe abovementioned ook of this MACH, 
ome” eminent. Miniſters of tbe Proteſtir Si 0 | 
Were "depoſed, and Jha others, -as M Ded: 
drow jruſtly calls him, that extraordinary Mar 
Mr. Thomas Hog Miniſter at Kilrearn, aud ſũ = 
veral others were ſuſpended ;3* but h d wud 9 mm 
1 rheſe violent Meaſures Productiiys Is. ' 
200 = 
What the above Hiſtori ian tree upon. 7 
"Head, Vol, 1. p. A6, en 71 


9 


28 
Church and her 1 Selen 3 His Words 
2 "©. 7; the Sas of Lothian, Things were 
carried with a very high Hand, be Pro- 
* eres were treated-moſt. inſolently, they 710 
cr eres ſo much as 10 pet of any Teſti- 
* mon come Members of tbe Syz0d full 
No <4 ripe for a Change, and ready to fall in Web 
c 1 E De * Feen, oy the 
5 Synod [Þ n at cenſuring entencing 
de he Dretbien SON, Bad been fo the Proteſta- 
EE ion; which accordingty they did, as as - 
pears from the Sequel. * 
Now, if. — are 22 2 aer Butte. nn 
ties @ aiuſt the Four proteſting Brethren, or theſe. || 
- pans. —= the nn Rag relative to ſome wm * 
niſters in the Presbytery of Dunfermline, it may 
z ſomewhat alleviarmg to rhem, That others | - 
have _—_ of this __— Cup beſore them. 4 


2. 8. All Papers: relative to this Proceſs are 
Bere ;publiſhed, except the Synod of Perth 1 
and Stirling their Anſwers 00 the Reaſons 


f Ap and Diſſent; and if it is alled- 

ſons this State of the Proceſs is defective || .. 
et them; the Publiſher bereof not ha- 
ving a juſt Copy of theſe Papers, it is hoped 
3 to the Acts, or ſome of bis 
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— HICH Day 104 8 the „ 
2 I - Provincial. Synod of * Perrh © MJ 
JESS | 1 Wwe Stirling met; aſter reads. 

/ the Minutes of the Fore- 
"ite | Sedefunt, ſeveral of © © 
the Members repreſented to 
Fs — the Synod, There were Sy _ 

ine in his ne this Day, t the ing of 1 

iS the Synod, which gave Offence; ſome. Circum-/ 1 

3 flances condeſcended. e and told th 
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(2 ad 
could condeſeend v —— more. The Synod, after 


cc 


to appo 
h a 2 


ſide ration; abd to lay them Fefe che Synpd at 
dien "next. Diet: to Wit, Mr. Mon, Mr. Faich- 
ae, Mr. William Monorizf, Mir. Pulyiar, Mr 
4 Tp Alarunder Moncrief, Mr. M Lagun, Nr. -Mer- 
= cer, Mr. M Into, Mr. Mackie, was Ferguſſon 
at Zogirear, Mr. Hunter, Mr. William Stewart, 
Mr. Andrew Scham, Mr. Bifſat, Mr. Gos, Mr. 
| Finlayſon, Mr. Andrew Smith, Mr. gras, Mr. 
Hie, Mr. Fetgnſfon at Killin, Miniſters; Pro- 
= voit Cree, Lairds of Glerdoick and Leyes, Ru- 
ing Elders; with the Moderator and Correſpon- 
dents: And they are to meet this Night imme- 
= diately after the: Riling of the Synod, and to 
= appoint. their own Time and Place of Meeting, 
—_ 8 to Tn ant as theyz el 


"Pen ' Olober d One rhouſand ſeven 
n ang. n % . py N meri. 
iem. N | 


HE 1 580 ARY for. the Report 1 cheir 
© Commmitree, they F eltertay, to 
1 on the th Repo of Wi Erkines Sermon ; : 
19 hs which is as fol- 


— 


— 72 5 emring on The Af- 
2 5 8 hey agreed t 
* zrskine be- 


ce, under Con- 


fore chem, 


fious, and will pro 


1 * : W RY afzer. e 
conveniency. and Unlamfulneſs of his C 
and when the Committee intended to have Pho- | 


* 


G 
and to tell , That the 8 
theſe Ruhr Mons in his Sermon gane Offence, . aud 
40 cn 
15 in . bis Sermon, that gave Offence; 
debt. with” Ae bee, if be wil 


be Was. in th. N emixting ſuch Hana 
ori 


ERR 


isl not expreſs himſelf on publick Occaſians 
„ N e after thas Manner; and, 70 
Bet 177 00 appoint "My. William. Mon- 
grief, Ng W * Wi * N Ar. Alexander 


MTagan, niſters; 255 aul the Laird e Glen- 
dock, ops 1277 and report 16 the (um- 
mite Lk of be Clock Ta. morroꝛu Fare- 
oon: Ang, in Caſe che ſaid. Mr. Erskine ge- 
fuſe 10 give Sati faction ro the Syngg, by: ac 
knowleaging ke. was in the wrongs the Cum 
mittee Lale 70 all.- 1h8-Memhes 
their T. houghts. an theſc 


And 


Morning. the Committee. h 


bend up ſome. Particulars uttered .by E: 
ago 


before. the G, , 


10 have 

heſe "Particnlars mat gave 

Offence, againſt. 75 22 Meeting, To- mor nom 
z 


met, called. for the 5 0 their Sub. com- + 


mittee, who report, That ih 
Erskine, purſuant to the App 
deauoured ro conuince and ſatisfy 


aſſons in bis. Sermon: Mr. Erskine 


Anſit to enter 3 At 


ſome Reaſoning, upon they 2 


ceeded further in their eile 0 and 22, 


ae 5 r e Ky 2 I 2 ' nn 


converſing him for his Conuition; 12 


met with Mr. 
armen; and en. 
iy him of ie n- 
conveniency and Unlawfulneſs of. ſeveral Er. 
tola them, 
th ws fatigued for. Want of Heep, and mugh. | 
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8 I was in vain, for be 5 . T hereafter i: 
3 "was: enquired, If the Members of the Commit- 
: ties bad prepared particular Notes of rhe Fur mon 
_ ar Love Offence, purſuant to be Appointment 
ee e Committee. There was 4 Paper given in, 
5 dontaining ſeveral Expreſſions in Mir. Erskine 
* Arman, with Remarks upon the ſame. The 
| Committee took theſe Expreſſions, as contained in 
3 the Paper, under Conſideration; and, after ha- 
217g made ſeveral Amenaments upon the Expreſ: 
þ ſons mentioned in the Paper, the Committee 
agreed to tranſmis the Expreſſions as amended, 
1 f giving any Juegment upon the Remarks, and 
1 — them to be conſidered by the Synod. The 
| Synod having heard the Report of the Commit. 
tee, as above, and the Paper containing Mr. Er- 
" Skize's Expreſſions, and the Remarks made there. 
1 von; and not having Time to enter on the Af. I[y. 
= - fair juſt now, agreed to delay the ſame till their 
= Mecting in the Afternoon: 
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Eoadem die, poſt meridien. 
THE Synod again entring on the Affair rela- 
ting to Mr. Erskine's Sermon; and having 
- called for the Paper given in by the Committee 

to the Synod, Forenoon, containing the Expreſ- 

= lions emitted by Mr. Erskine, and the Remarks 
= - thereon; and the fame being produced, it was 
1 read; the Tenor Whereof followWVs. 
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+ [REMARKS upon a Sermon due 
red by Mr. Ebenezer Erskine Miniſter” 
e Stitling, at rhe Opening of the . 
ad of Perth and Stirling, n the. © 
; remb Day of October, One thous. © 
ſand feveu hundred and thirty two 
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Tears. | 's 
THE ies o a good Part of the faid Ser- 
mon evidently appears to To compare 
the Miniſters of this Church, with the moſt-cor- 
he apt Teachers under the Old Teſtament, and in 
*© Four Saviour's Days; in regard, 1, That, be- 
1 ſore he . came to declaim upon the. particular - 
Lortuptions and Degeneracies of the Fewiſp 
af Prieſts, he premiſed this ' General, as Key to all 
.” that was to be ſaid on that Head, namely, That 
En be left it to the Conſciences of every One, to 
J J»dge, what of theſe Corruptions were to be 
found among ourſelves at this Day.“ 240, 1 
And, having charged the Fewiſh Preachers and _ 
Teachers with very great Corruptions, came at 1 
eusck to ſpeak of their corrupt Notions. of the 
zom of the Meſſas; and then ſubjoined, = 
That he might be allowed to ſay, that miſtaken. » nl 
Notions of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt Was 100 
the Ground of many Things that Were wrong N 
among us at this Day ;* which is a further Evi- 
lence, that, agreeable to the general Premule, . 
ie intended a Compariſon all along. 4:0, Nay, 
0 fond he n to ravate the Compari- 
Jen, that he cliarges the Zewiſs Teachers, OW: 
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29. Evident D 


en 


5 c be Call of 'the Church, 


3 


to hold ſerth what he 

be the Character of. the. Miniſters of the C 
+ Scollaud at th 8 Day. 
from the Scrip l 
_ Seribes. and barif es; 


of t urch 
"Whereas i it is evident 


5 did Umoſt every Thing 
be ſeen of Men, Fuer che Praiſe and Ap- 
ptr of Men, even of the Multitude; as appears 
om our Saviour's mentioning Places of publick 
Reſort and Concourſe, - when he * them 
e 2 Father ee, WARY 
"When: he was e hg on the Head anent 
the Builders: after re ad” told, That it was 
4 great Crime. to un, into the Office, without 
- ke aid, That, in order to One 
A unc 4 Builder, there, Were two 
„Things Heceffary; the Call of God, 20d the 
ul of: the Church: That the 7 who had not 
"ſhould be looked u- 
n ere abt Neher; and "bar this 
all ought nat to be b 75 the Heritors, or any 
© other Set of Men, but by the een er 
„and refuſes that afl. "Mitilter- had God's Call, 


ho had only a Ca t from. the Heritors, or any 


©-other Set of Men: By Which, he excludes the 


whole Miniſters of the Church of. 3 1 7 


- and himlelf among them, _ from. havin 
9 Hof God; the Body. of. Chriſtiar 1 


3 
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hs: kai Evidence he he though. Sai 
an ha of the * Be e 157 8 


N 
FR 


* 


- 2 0 W. S - . 7 & 
N 
4 4, ww PR «4 322 14 * 


at che Fewiſ: "Teachers, 


n a 
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bey IP alledged, © That ibn was a i Right 
15 1 every Society had, to chuſe Servants. for 
& themſelves; and that it would be counted 2 


| c and that certainly the Church bad a Power of 


„ 
5 


| rake away For 
y her ; That "this Cry 


© increaſed them, by lodging the Power "df E- 


17 


* great Bondage and Servitudle upon any Family, 
© if Foreigners were to chuſe Servants fot them 3 


© chuſing their own Miniſters, ſeeing they were 8 

the freeſt Society upon Earth.? 2 
Another Remark. 9 
- After he had ſpoke: of the 5 Broan 
that had been made on Chriſt's Kingly. Office in 
the Times of Popery and Prelacy ; hefaid; Ther 
© after the late wounderful Revolution, by which 
© our Church was delivered, it might have been 
expected, that this Church wo uld have given 

© ſome Teſtimony againſt theſe Encroachments 
5 but that he did not remember ever they bad 
© made an Act, aflerting the Headſhip 97 our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſince the Revolution. By 
Which at leaſt he charges our Forefathers "mu 2 

finful Silence or Negligence. . 
Another Remark. . 

l speaking of the Encroachments that. bad 8 Mt 
made upon ” Chri s Kingly Office, and the] "ap E 

of the Pap le ſince the Revolution; he fad, Se” 
wy a Cry bad gone upto Heaven about the 2 
©in the Words of the Spouſe, That #& Watch- 
© men that Went 8 the City, had found her, and 
Vail from her, ans [more 


came before the -* 
© the laſt General Aſſembly; burzthat, ioſte 
© of redrefling this and other Grievarices, they 


— 


© Jeftion in the Heritors and Elders, exdudng, 
7 in Peof le; "whereby Chrilt was dee 7 
* in 


nis Members, 9 5 * —_ 


1 


x 


E whatever Church-authority there was in that 1 
© AR, there was nothing of the Authority of the |} +"! 
© Head of the Church: That he was ſure it had no the 
© Foundation in Scripture, where there was no | del 
.._ _ © Diſtin&ion in ſpiritual, Matters made betwixt the n 
© rich Man with the Gold Ring and gay Cloth. tide 
© ing, and the poor Man. And he concluded I the 
with this, That it Chriſt were perſonally pre. | #5 

- © {ent (and I being here, by Appointment of the call 

© Synod, in his Stead) I fay, were Chriſt per- 

* ſonally preſent, he would ſay to you, Foraf: N94 

© much as you have done it to one of theſe little Sg, 

© Ones, you have done it to me.” 3 tha 
In the End of his Diſcourſe, he gave this Ad. || 9% 
vice to Miniſters, Not to be as dumb Dogs {+ 
when their Fellow-builders go wrong; and, tho' | Per 
»* this will offend, yet he faid he behoved to ſpeak.” |. 4 
The Synod taking all the above Notes under 
Conſideration; and after. Reaſoning thereon, and 

the Judgmen® of Members being enquired with || © 
reſpect to the Expreſſions, delaying the Con- low 
{ideration of the Remarks till afterwards, do | ding 
find that theſe Expreſſions, given in by the Com- || pre 
2 85 were uttered by Mr. Erskine in his Sermon I vpo 
before them; or Words to the ſame Purpoſe, beer 
"Thereafter the Synod came to conſider, if the I theſ 
Expreſſions emitted by Mr. Erskine in his Ser- Ren 
man are cenſurable; and, after long Reaſoning, in h 
Mr. Erskine deſired to be heard: And he being Mr. 
Beard at ſome Length, ſome Brethren deſired he 
that the. Reverend Synod may pleaſe to cauſe ] Bap 


» 


| | read the Paper, containing. the Expreſions, he is | bi 
ic to have emitted in his Sermon, in his Hear-I ſide 


wg 


* 


os K ; . 
"FLO BED TY . % 


— — 


called, and Votes marked, it carried by Pluralit  * 


vundred and thirty tao Years, ante meridiem. 


f 


Time he has heard oe and that the Notes. 
therein contained, are not in Connection as he 
delivered them: and, the Paper being long, he 
cannot give Anſwers preſently. 'The Synod con- 

lidering the Demand, and, after fome Reaſoning, 
the. Queſtion was put, Crant a Sight of the 

Minutes in the Clerk's' Hanis, or not? Rolls 


in the Affirmative, Grant: Wherefore the Sy- 
nod did, and hereby do, allow Mr. Erskine 2 
Sight of: the Minutes by the Clerk, and delays 
that Affair till their Meeting e 
mor. .' * 0 „ 


— ) "> 
gk * « p . 0 — P *\ 


Perth, October ravelſ, One thouſand ſeven. 


THE Synpd again entring on the Affair with re- — 
ſpect to Mr. Zrskine, the Clerk told, he al. = 
lowed Mr. Erskzine a Sight of the Minutes, accor- 

ding to the Synod's Appointment ; ang he, being 1 
preſent, told, That he had ſome Remarks to offer —_ 
upon the Notes, which the Synod found to have \ = 
been emitted by him. The Synod cauſed. read = 

theſe Notes ſeparately, and Mr. Erskine read his W's 
Remarks upon each of them, and thereafter gave 
in his Paper to the Clerk of the Synod, lign'd. - - 
Mr, Erskine told, That, being in Haſte, he finde -( 
he has omitted ſome Things, and craved back the _ 
Paper that he might write them down with 
bis on Hand; and having retired, aſter a cok ³ 
liderable Time, he returned with ſome Additions - * 
and, after reading the ſame in open Synod; gases nl 
5:2 10-006 Reak eee "28 


+ 


* 3 3 | 
o 4 gf © +# > EA 1 ro 
x . * * 4 Y * Y 
” ( $5 _— * N 
* a |; - <a 
2 - n. e | * 
nc * p — — 2 204 
* * F — " F 
: \ » — * 1 1 — 
\ oa , p* .— | 
4 40 
Wo. r 0 > 8 | 
oy — 
* 2 ** 5 * a J 
* 


- - . % 4A __—_ I 
A * : * 
3 5 V * : 


3 


* 5 « G . fy" 
R 


1 
F 


ANSWERS io the REMARKS 
e thesSymod of Perth and Stirling, 
pen . SERMON preached before 
= _7/em at Perth, the tenth Day of O- 
_ . ctober, One thouſand ſeven Hundred 
ee mm 


£ 


| gr great Part of the Sermon appears to com- 
©'Þare the Miniſters of this Church with the moſt 
© corrupt Teachers under the Old Teſtament. 


; > _" I a great Body of faithful Miniſters in the Church 

df Srotland, with whom I do not reckon my ſelf 
1 Worthy to be compared. As for the Particulars 
aJalledged to ſupport this Charge, I ſhall only ſay, 
1 - . That I reckon it the Duty of every faithful Mi- 
nmnnaiſter, ben he is diſpehſing Ro Truths of 
Dod, to exhoit his Hearers to make Application 
pet what is ſaid, to themſelves; and I do not 
think Miniſters themſelves, when Hearers'of the 
WMord of God, are beyond ſuch an Exhortation. 


taken Notions of the Kingdom of Chriſt, my 
—_ - Words were, © I am perſwaded, that carnal No- 
tions of the Kingdom of Chriſt, which is not 


vk this World, ly at the Bottom of many E- 


— 


don as à Truth, but do not think it proves the 
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x cha View. As to the third, Altho' I own the 
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HE firſt Charge is, That the Strain of 2 


i bis Chu ge is not, nor cannot be proven by. 
any Paſlages in my Diſcourſe; for I know there 


As for what I advanced with relation to the mi- 


F vils and 3 of this Day.“ This I | 
3 85 arge, neither was it ever expreſſed by me with 


as is evident from the Quotation in my Sermon. 


ſters of this Church as Thieves and Robers ; for 


the violent © Settlements that have taken Place 
ſince the Patronage-a&t, I cannot think upon 
them as warranted by the Word of God. As to | 
the laſt Part of this Remark, That the Call of a 
Miniſter ought not to be by the Heritors, or any 
other Set of Men; and refuſed that any Mmiſter 

- had God's Call, who had only a Call from the © 
Herirors, by which he evidently excludes the _. - +12 
whole Miniſters of the Church of Scor/and, and 
himself among them, from having che Call-of i 
God, the Body of Cluiltians never ain : i 


1 I 
Fewiſo Builders affected Popularity as much, and 
perhaps more than any other Set of Men, whilses 
the People yielded an implicite Obedience to \ a 
them; yet, whenever they thwarted their Inclina- = 
tions, or diſcovered an Abhorrence of their vile 
Principles and Practices, they treated them as an 
unhallowed Mob, and ruled them. with Rigor 


. 


Sohn 7. 49. This People, auho know not the Lan, 
are curſed; which cannot be fimply underſtood 
of the Officers, but of the Body of the People 
attending Chriſt's Miniſtry, which was an Eye- 
fore to: them. But now all this, or the other. bo 
Particulars taken either ſeparatly or jointly, proves —_ 
the Charge, is beyond my Comprehenſion. ' = 

As to the ſecond . Remark, when ſpeaking of :* 
the Characters of the Workmen employed about 
the Houſe of God, I adhere to my Notes on that 
Head, which I have not now Time to tran- - . 
ſeribe, as the Truths of God; but deny they in- 
fer the Charge of my ioeking upon all the Mini- 1 


J know that a vaſt many of them have botn ? 
God's Call and the Church's Call: But, as for  . 
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= allowed to vote in the Election of a Miniſter, 1 Ea 
| 2 anſwer,. I own, That the Call of a Miniſter 
__ -/. Min 


a4 
© i 


8 not to be by Heritors, as ſuch, in regard 25 
* no ſuch Titles or Diſtinctions of Men are Pn 
= known in the Kingdom of Chriſt ; the only 5 25 
= \- Titors there, are they that are rich in Faith, they find 

being Heirs of the 1 * ; theſe are they that I Cr. 
are precious in the Sight of God, and honour- che 
able. And Iam of Opinion, That, in diſpenſing 


the Privileges of Chriſt's Kingdom, we ought to 5 
put Honour and Value n Men, not upon Al 


the Account of their worldly Heritages, but as he 
they are valuable in the Sight of God, and as his 1 
Image is to be found upon them. Upon the 
fame Remark, I further add; That, as the Ele- the 
- tion of Miniſters ought not to be by Heritors, 
as ſuch, (far leſs theſe not of our Communion ) 74 
nor any other Set of Men, but by the Church, || ... 
sand think I have good Reaſon to refuſe that an the 
=_ Miniſter bath God's Call, who bas only a Call He 
1 from the Heritors, renitente £9 contradiceute Gap 
Eeeleſia ; yet notwithſtanding, I do 725 hereby th. 
exclude the whole Miniſters of the Church of 
_. Scotiana, nor myſelf among them, from having a 
the Call of God; in regard that from the Re- 

_ volution, till the Act of Patronage came to be pf. 
in Force, I know of no Settlements, but where Pr 
the Body of. the Chriſtian People concurred in 

=_—_ the Election of their Miniſter; and in the Pra- H 
= tice of the Church, till of late, they were allow- 

ed to vote; yea, to my certain Knowledge, in A 
the South: of Soland, Presbyteries, and other | 
= Ffudicatories, with the Chriſtian People, wreſtled R 


- 


4 ointly for the Settlement of Congregations, in ? 
_ ” = | 3 2 4 x © ** f * ay — U 
ion to- malignant and diſaffected Heri- } 


So nr 
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1 
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rd 
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tors; but tempora mutantur. As to the latter 


lence or Negligence, becauſe I faid, I do not 


ther 7 the re 


As to the laſt Remark; concerning the AR. 


-_ 


+. 


underwritten. As to the next | Remark, vis, 
That I charge my Forefathers with a ſinful. Si- 


Clauſe of this Remark, I adhere to my Notes 


remember of any particular Act of Aflembly -* 
ſince the Revolution, whereby the Rights of tie 
Crown of Cbriſt and his ſupreme Headſhip in al 
the Church is ger ted „ in Oppoſition to the En- 8 
croachments that were made upon it, in the late 1 
Times of Perſecution and Tyranny. I anſwer, _ 
Altho I have a very great Regard to the Inſtru. 
ments of our Deliverance at the. Revolutian; 
articularly the godly Miniſters, who ſurvived the 
Flood of B and my own Fa- 
t; yet I hope the Reverend 
Synod will excuſe me, tho? I do not look upon 
ceeded them to this Day, as infallible: But, if, 8 
the Reverend Synnd can ſhew me where the 
Headſhip and Sovereignty of Chriſt has been aſ- 
ferted by any particular Ac of Aſſembly, ſince 
the Revolution, in Oppoſition to thele EHersach- 
ments, I ſhall very willingly own my Miſtake: al 
Syriod may addreſs the enſuing Aſſembly for fup«s. i 
plying that Defect. , 1 NR e 


* 


ol Aſſembly, lodging the Power of Election in 
Heritors and Elders: I cannot, and dare not, 8 | 
tract my "Teſtimony againſt it, either before. the al 
Aſſembly the Day after it was paſt into ad A, -  - 
nor by what I faid in my Sermon before this 


Reverend Syd, in regard I cannot ſee the Au-. , 3 1 
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dbonſer the Power of voting in the Election of | d 


Miniſters upon Heritors beyond other Chriſtians ; | © a 


- | <ſpecially when, in the ſaid Act, Heritors, diſaf. 1 o 
e both to Church and State, are put upon . «| 
Aletel with thoſe of our Communion: Andi | © p 
= ſhalt be ſorry, if this Act of our Aſſembly be mace | © g 
= a Term of our Miniſterial Communion. | E 
bl 4 „„ nenn EAI R. © of 


Aon. So likewiſe Chriſt glorified not hiniſelf 

i 1 $ 3 otten i hee, | c 

"I by % I Gal neceſſary for a Man's meddling as a Buil- po 
| ag 


dag inſpiring him 


The foreſaid Paper being written in Haſte, <: 
T add, for clearing my Anſwer to the ſecond I b. 
Remark, That the Words of my Sermon, which || o 

I emitted, were not uttered as in the Remark, but e v 
as follows; None can warrantably lay a Stone 1 0 
in this Building, except he be regularly called: < © 


What Maſon will put his Hand to a Building, . 


*-except he be imployed by theſe that have « t. 
Warrant to call him? This is a Thing ſo ne- te 

_ © ceſlary, that Chriſt himſelf would not meddle « 6 
- © in building his Father's Houſe, till he had bis « 4] 
_* © Father's Call; No Man taketh this Honour to || W. 
© -Dienſelf;, but be chat was called of God, as was | 1 


£ 

© to be made an high Prieſt, but he that ſaid wo | « 
im, T hou art my Son, this Day 1 have be- 
"Heb: 5. 5. There is a twofold ff © 


der in the Church of God; There is the Call 

of God, and of his Church. God's Call con- rei 

Afi in his 8 a Man for the Work, 
with a holy Zeal-and Deſire || %; 


-. - © to imploy theſe Qualifications for the Glory of | fi 
INE God, ind Good of his Church; The EA wi 


* x : 
a 5 
be | iy 
' 
4 r 


— 4 


e 0. 
of | © duct and Counfelin hs Choice. Men tha - 
5 - | © are to build, is not made to Patrons, . 
af. or any other Set of Men, but to the Church, 
n the Body of Ghrift, to whom 5 Pro- 

L | © phets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers are 
ie || © given. As it is a natural Privilege for every 
* Houſe, or Society of Men, to have the Choice 
© of: their own Servants or Officers; ſo it is the 
© Privilege of the Houſe of God in a particular oy 
e, , Manner. What a miſerable Bondage would it KR 
id be reckoned for any Family to have Stewards _ 4 
ch || © or Servants impoſed on them by Strangers, 
ut | 5, who might'give the Children a Stone for Bread, 
ne or a Scorpion inſtead of a Fiſh; Poiſon inſtead 
J: | © of Medicine? and ſhall we ſuppoſe that ever 
g, | © God granted a Power to any Set of Men, Pa- 
'e | © trons, Heritors, or whatever they be, a Power 
e- | © to impole Servants on his Family without their 
le | © own Con ent, they being the freeſt Society.in . 
IS © the World ?? As to the penult Remark, my = 
70 | Words were, to the beſt of my Remembrance, 1 
25 If Chriſt were perſonally preſent, where Iam 
/f | © by the Synod's Appointment. in his Stead, he . — 
70 | © wauld ſay in Reference to that Act, Inaſmusb 
. | < as ye haue done it to one of the leaſt. of. theſe 
Id c little Ones, ye did it to me.“ And that I am 1 
il. poſitive I uttered not theſe Words in the R. 
all mark, to vo; . which, if I had done in Ref. 
n- rence to the Synod, it had been impertinent. = 
ks | + As to the laſt, Theſe. Words in the Remark _ 
With Relation to the dumb Dogs, The, these 
of | ſhbuld offend, yet he would ſpeak. My Words i 
were to this Purpoſe, © 'That when we law Dan- 208 
of ger coming to the Church, or our Fellows © 
| * builders going wrong, ve were do wm them 


k — 


4 


2 Tidezation, and the Members 
ting at great Length on the Notes ujtteted by 


- blickly ara ' with 2d rtin Fur . 
. of . In 


: << 6. 

# of it hes Faithful Watchmen 45 ot tho” they 
© ſhould be offended, there was no Help for 
© that; if this Advice had been to faithful Buil- 
4 * ders it had been nonſenſical“ 


* " EBENEZER ExxNs. 


- The Synod; * bearing Mr. Ebenever Er- 
Ski e's Paper of Remarks, and not having Time 
to proceed any further in that Affair juſt now, 
they delay N fame till their Meeting i in the Al- 


; . N 


* 


Wann 2 2 en 


be 18 again entring on the Affair anent 
Mr. Erskine's Sermon, and having again cauſed 


Bas 


read the Notes the Synod found to have been 


uttered by him in his Sermon, and Mr. Erskin's 


\ Paper containing his Remarks thereon : It was 


propoſed, if the Affair be fully before the Synod, 
chat they may Pals Judgmentthereon. And, the 
Members being en es, it was agreed, that the 


Affair was fully before them. The S nod taking 


the whole complex Caſe under their ſerious Con- 
being heard Reaſo- 


Mr: skin in his Sermon, and likewiſe Mr. 


 ErSkane heard fully as to what he had to ay; 


in the Courſe of Reaſoning Mr. Erskine alled- | 


WT 5 That Mr. "Adam Ferguſſon at Killin has 


Safe him of departin 11554 the Standard of 
this Church ; _ cra gin: 2 that ' ſeeing” Be is pu 


Church by the nid 4-2 
En "REY by this Sy, 
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= his Charge: And thereupon he took Ins 
or | ments. , . n 


il, It having been obzected, That Mr. Funes 4h 
* Fifer Miniſter at Atzeiaven cannot vote in the 
k. Affair relating to Mr. Hine, in regard Mr. 
© Erskine is his Father- in-law. And M. Fiſher . 
„- being heard, the Synod judged he cannot vote in 
ne that Affair. After Ion de as ſaid is, the 
v, | Queſtion' was put, If or not Mr. Erikine be 
f. | cenſurable on the Account of the Expreſſions he 
emitted in his Sermon before the Synod? 
Then the Vote was ſtated, Cenſtrable, or 
. | 0? Rolls called, and Votes marked, it carried 
by Plurality, Cenſurable: Wherefore the. Synod 
did, and hereby do, judge the ſaid Mr. Erskine. 
cenſurable on the Account of the Expreſſions be 
emitted in his Sermon before the Synod, Where- - 
* Mr. Alexander Moncrieff did, in his own 
Name, and in Name of all that would adhere 
to him, proteſt againſt, and diſſent from the 
ſoreſaid Sentence and promiſed to give in Reaſons 
in due Time, and thereupon took Inſtruments in 
- theClerk's Hands. To which Diſſent Ar. Nil. 
fon, Mr. Gilleſpie,. Mr. Bowis, Mr. M* Intoſh, 
Baillie Gib, Mr. Coyentrie, Mr. Brough, Mr. 
Halay, Mr. Frier, Mr. Ramſay, Mr. Gow and 
John Beaton adhered; alſo Mr. Meik, preſent - - 
Moderator, having left the Chair, told, he ad- 
hered to the foreſaid Diſſent : Then Mr. Mackie, 
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who was lately Moderator, was defixed to rake 
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Ar. Fiber proteſted againſt the foreſaiq Fen- 
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tence, pot. only as prejudicial to . Zrakine, 
but as injurious to the Truths of God 


ok. 4 bed l 0e as * 


hens | | © Word, 
ang.appealed to the next enſuing General Ale 
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= bly, and promiſed to give in Reaſons in due 
4 r rr thereupon took Inſtruments in the 


Clerk's Hands. Alſo the ſaid Mr. Zrskine pro- 
tteſted againſt the ſoreſaid Sentence, and appeab d 
te the next General Aſſembly; and proteſted, 
That all further Procedure againſt him be ſtopt, 


and ExtraQts may be allowed him, Papers tranſ- 
, mitted, and Parties to be cited, and promiſed to 


give in Reaſons of his Appeal in due Time, and 
thereupon took "Inſtruments. Thereafter the 


Synod came to conſider, if the Proteſtations agd 


2 Appeals taken, as above, ſhould ſtop the Synod 
2a to any further Procedure in the Affair at the 


Time; they found, that theſe Appeals, taken be- 
_ fore compleating of the Sentence, cannot ſtop- 


their Procedure. Then the Synod taking un- 
Fo, der ſerious Conſideration what Cenſure to in- 
fi; and after Reaſoning the Synod came to 
| this Queſſion, Rebuke Mr. Erskine, and admo- 
22ilh him to behave orderly for the future; and 
eppoint the Presbytery of Stirling to enquire a- 


i AJ L nen bis After-behaviour at their privy Cen- 


ſures, aud report to the next Synod? Then the 
Vote was ſtated, Approve of the Motion, or not: 


Rolls called, and Votes marked, it carried, 


nomine contradicente, Approve: Wherefore 


e Syn04 did, and bereby do, up prove of the 


. Erskine, and rebuke, aud admonih bim 
=_  ' accordingly; and the Presbyrery. of Stirling ro 
1 enquire anent his Behaviour in Time coming 


at their privy Cenſures, and report to them at 


rbeir neut Meeting. And further, They a point 
| the Clerk tw write is the Preßbytery of Stirling 
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Cenſure ; and appoints the Moderator to call 
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what the Synod have enjoined them iu Refe- 

rence to Mr. Erskine, and that as ſoon as may 
be. But the Synod finding that Mr. 'Erskine was 
not in the Houſe, reſolved, that if he be in the 
Houſe To- morrow, to call him up to. be rebu- 
ked; and, it he ſhould not be preſent To. mor- 
row, they reſolve to call him up at their Meet- 
ing in April hext, to rebuke and admoniſh him 
in Terms of the Sentence. The Synod delays 
to hear Mr. Ferguſſon Miniſter at Killin making 
Anbwer to the Proteſtation taken againſt him 
till To- morrow that Mr. Erskine be preſent, 
and they agree that it be the firſt Affair they. 


Perth, » [Thirteenth Day October, One 


 - thouſand ſeven bundred and Thirty two Year's, 
1 ante meridiem DEE IE? 1 W WP 92 5 


» $ 


n £ ry * L Wh ; : 1 4 be”: 
AR. e at Nillin deſiring to be heard 
on the Preteſtation taken againſt him by 


Mr. Erskine Yeſternight ; Compeared Mr. 


James Fiſher, and produced a Commiſſion from 
the ſaid Mr. Erskine to appear in this Matter ſor 
him, which was read and ſuſtained. Then the 
Proteſtation was read; and Mr. Fiſher being 

heard, as alſo Mr. Ferguſſon epi | 
as to What he emitted in the Courſe of Reaſo- 
ning on the Affair of My. Erskine, thereafter 


T7 were removed. And the Synod taking the 
Affai 


r under Conſideration, and, aſter Reaſo- 
ning, agreed, That My. been hat given them 
Satisfaction, and therefore they diſmiſs the A 
fair. Parties being called in, this was intimated 
to them - Wbereupon mur. Fiſher” >. 
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That . Erikine is atloilzied from any Thing 
chat could be imported in the Expreſſion exhi- 

| bited by AF. Ferguſſon, as his charging Mr. 
sine of having departed from the Standards 
oſ this Church, for Reaſons to be given in in due 
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Clerk's Hands. : 


| 1 Time; aud thereupon took Inſtruments in the 


0.5 
= 
8 
1 
gl 
t E 
4 a 1 
A "= 


# ++ 4 

; *. 8 

* % wh WA 
g 


PY 
a? 
— 
* 4 
* 
* . F Fg 
LH # _ 
— 
* 


Wo.” Oo 
m * 
1 * ! 
—_—  - * 
* - 1 — — y 
2 * - 
, : 


% 
Fo 
"0. 
F 


1 C 8 N 
4 * 
2 £ * 
© 6 4 
— „ : * E * a 
- : * "x of 4 1 * ” _ 
i * * R 1 LS wy 1 , 4 * * 3h f 
* r 4 » ' . 
8 þ - . . 4 % : . 
; £ ; > 6 ” . 
þ . > \ 
SS # 
1 * 
2 * 2 2 * 
* N 8 


There being a Paper given in by Mr. Aler- 
aner Moncrieff in his own Name, and in Name 
of all theſe that adhered to him in the Diſſent 
Yelternight, which was read; and the Synod 

findirig that it contains ſome Reaſons of the ſaid 

Diſſent, could not enter it into the Minutes, in 
regard of a late Act of Aſſembly, diſcharging 

Reaſons of Diſſent to be recorded ; hut allows 
the ſame to be kept ix retentis by their Clerk. 
After reading of the Minutes, Mr. Erskine was 
called up, in order to be rebuked and admoni- 
ſhed ; but he not compearing, the Synod adhere 
to their former Reſolve, to wit, That he be re- 
buked at next Synod. + Extracted b 


At Stirling the Tenrh Day e April, Que thou- 
"Jang ſever hundred and thirty three Tears, 


. Erskine, the Presbytery of $:;r/ing, deſired 


that. the Reverend Synod may pleaſe to appoint 
a Committee of their Number to commune with 
them on that Affair; which the Sy nod conſide- 


ting, and after ſome Reaſoning, they. granted 
the Deſire; and, to that Effect, they appoint 


— 


Maſters Michge! Pottar, Fames Mercer, James 
F .þ 
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PHE Synod having entred on reading of the 


Faichney, Fames Mackie, Perer Pilmor, John 
Drummond, Archibald Napier, Patrick Du 
chat, William Simpſon, Andrew: Ure, Mini- 
ſters; with Mr. Henry Linaſay Moderator, and 
Correſpondents, to wit, Maſters 7a 
David Hunter and James Rob. 


- hundred and t 
ef diem. . LENT 


| HE .Comiflittee "report, they 
- .communed with the Presb 
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hirty three Years, ante merits 


14 122280” 
met, and 
| sbytery of Fir- 
Ang anent the Affair of Mr. Ers&ine according 
to Appointment, and have nothing to offer to 
the Synod in Reference to that Matter... 


6838088 nnn 


As Stirling, April Twelfth, One thouſund J 


andrea and rhirty three Tears, ante meri- 
r (79'S 620 ISEG! 42 'BYY- 


HE Synod proceeded to read the Min 
of the laſt Synod in Reference to Mr. Er. 
ine. Mr. Alewander Moncrieß, Havin 
Diffent-laſt Synod 
gave in Reaſons thereof at the 
| tabl | by bimfelf, and ſeveral Breafiren 
|| who adhered to the ſame. After reading of the 
Minutes of the laſt Synod, in Reference to the 
Affair of Mr. Eri&ne, and after Reaſoning, 3 
Motion as made, that ſome Brethren be ſent to 
commune with him; which the Synod Hav 
agreed to, they appoint Mt OY 
Mr. Rob, Miniſters ; and the Laird of 23h = | 
Nang Elder, co retin®Weſectly, and _.. 


in the Affair G Mr. 
gned by tire! 


rtr, Mr. Faith» 


do 
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wine: with him 3 : And, after 
lome little Space, the Committee that retired to 
commune with Mr. Erskine, having returned, 
told they have no Report to make, but that the 
Span may execute their Sentence in the Terms 

of their Appointment in the moſt peaceable 
Way they can. Mr. Erskine being called, and 
compearing, and the Synod going to execute 
their Sentence in the Terms of their Appoint- 
ment; he told, he adhered to his Appeal. Ex- 


"tracted by W 2 
1 PATR. WYLIE, CIs. Sn. 


8 | 93 
Stirling, April efſth, One thouſand ſeven 
: hundred and thirty three Years, poſt meri- 
T HE Synod being met, ſeverals of the Elders 
of the Kirk: ſeſſion of Stirling compearing, 
craved, That the Petition they gave in to the 
Committee for Bills may be taken in by the 
Reverend Synod, read, and conſidered. The 
Committee ſor Bills told, They did not tranſ- 
mit the Petition, in, regard it was for reyer- 
- fing the Synod's Sentence in reference to Mr. 
Arkne, but leſt it to the Synod to do in that 
Matter as they ſhould think fit. The ſaid El- 
ders being heard giving their Reaſons for reading 
the Petition; and craving, That the Synod's 
Sentence in reference to Mr. Erskine may be re- 
verſed. Tbereaſter they were removed; and 
the Synod taking the Afiir under Conſideration, 
and aſter much Lean anent receiving the 
Petition, a Vote was Hated ; I or not 4 Petſtion 


4 


2 ag Toe tbe 9 "5 ver / go” | 
Sentence atainlt My. Exskine as 111 1 
the oe et for Bills aud 22 2 7 . 
ar the Bar, foall de read, even afier "A bet 
skine, 8 all the Pains tuen 
bim by the Synod, bas adbered ro his Api 


in the Cauſe ro the next enſuing General A GA | 
5 of this National Church | 


was put, Whether the firſt or ſecond {hall be 
"marked, it carried by Plurality, That the firſt 


craving, That the S od r nay reverſe wo Wh 49 


| Thurſzay of May next to come. 


their bs 


cal 


» 


— 


A ſecond State of a Vote was propoſed ;, 
Receive und read the Petition offered by the 
Elaers of Seitling, or not? Then the Queſtion 


the State of the Vote? Rolls called, and Votes 


ſhall be the State of the Vote. _ ns 
: 'Then the Vote was ſtated, Read the Put Fa > F 

tion in that Shape, or nr ? Rolls called, and co 
Votes mar it carried by a great Plurality, | 23 1 
Not read the Petition. Wherefore the Sync WH 
did, and hereby do, refuſe to read the (aid Pet. $i 
tion offered by Tone of the Elders of Sri 


Sentence againſt . ＋ Ersking. as. 3 : 
the Committee o f Bills, and crayed, by, the Ek — 
ders at the Bar, Bed after Mr. Skins. oy 


withſtanding gal the Tails taken on him h ea 
to 1 


ond, adh his Appeal in the C 
the next Aſſembly, to meet the fir 


Parties being called in the premises were intitna⸗ 
ted to chem. E tracted by Tarn. WII, Cl. Ho; ; 


Due, gioeh i in by Mr. Moacrix W ] 
10 55 125 met at Perth the 199 _ .- 


— 


© TIN 
% Ur the Synod's coming to this Sentence, Mr. 
n Moncrieff repreſented, That having moved, 
before the Queſtion was put, that the State of 
the Vote, . Cenſurable or not, might be ex- 
Plained; and having ſignified, that if it meant 
\- *_ "Nothing elſe, but that the Reverend Mr. Erskine 
ad made uſe of ſome Expreſſions too ſtrong, 
that might poſſibly, tho not in the Speakers 
Intention, give ſome Ground of Offence, it 


tending moſt, in ſeveral Caſes, to the Peace of 


the Church, for which he has the greateſt Re- 
gard, to expreſs Truths, tho? ſeaſonably ad- 
vanced, in modeſt Terms; he was not, the 
Vote being ſo underſtood, to differ from others 
of his Brethteri, who thought he might be deal: 
with to acknowledge ſo much, or-have it inti- 
mate to him in a brotherly Way, that this was 


the Opinion of the Synod :* But, if, by finding 


Mr. Erskinè cenſurable, it be underſtood to be 
the Mind of the Synod, that Mr. Erskine was 

cenſutable by any Rule of this Church, for 

| giving it as his Opinion in his Sermon, T bat, 


the Act of Aſſembly. One thouſand ſeven hun- 


Ared and thirty tuo Tears, importing, hat 
Heriters, as ſuch, being Proteſtant, tho” not of 


our Communion, aud Enemies 7 our excellent. 


Conſtitution both in Church and State, have an 
equal Right with Elagers, and ihat without 
| "Conſent of the Chriſtian People of vacant Con- 
\ —-  gregations, to elect their Miniſters; is not agree- 


" able to the Word of God, our Standards, and. 


received Principles; he could not but own in 
255 C aſe, that it is his Jud ment, That Mr. 
Erskine is not cenſurable. But feveral Mem- 


— 
— 


bers of the Synod having, upon this Motion, 
declared that they looked on him as cenſurable, 
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„ not only ſor the W805 Expreſſion, but the 
Matter; and the ſaid. Mr. Moncrieſf not incli- 
ning to ſpend the Synod's Time in pleading for 
t a double State of a Vote, or that this is his 
Meaning, and of others concurring with him, 
5 ſhould be marked in the Minutes, before put- 
s | ting of the Queſtion, if ic were only remem- 
it | bred by the Reverend Synod, that this was ad- 
of vanced by him and others as their Meaning in 
>- | voting Mr. Erskine not cenſurable; he doth 
therefore, in the Senſe and Meaning above-ex- 
ie preſſed, in his own Name, and in the Name of 
rs all who ſhall adhere unto him, diſſent from the 
It Vote of the Reverend Synod, Finding Mr. 
i- Erskine cenſurable, for Reaſons to be given in 
as in due Time; and thereupon takes Inſtruments 
g in the Clerk's Hands. A 
de That this is a true Double of a Paper of Diſ- 
as ent given in by the Reverend Mr. Alexander 
or | Moncrieff Miniſter of the Goſpel at Abernerhy, 

at,. to the very Reverend Synod of Perth and ir- 
2. ling, met at Perth the thirteenth Day of Octo 

ai ber, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty 

of | two Years, is atteſted bvß BETS 


8 "PATE. WYLIE, Cls. Sym. 
eee "alc aero 


4 | REASONS of APPEAL by Mr. 
in] Ebenezer Erskine Miniſter of Stir- 
u. ling, from the Sentence of the Rever- 
n, . N Hynes of Ferth, ang Nay 
le, | -- declaring him cenſurable, to the Ve- 
IT 8 Wy nerable  . 
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Scotland, 70 meet at Edinburgh, May 


MR. Erckine, according to Courſe, having 
1 preached at the Opening of the Synod at 
ne thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and thirty two, from that Text, Pal. 118. 
22: The Stone which the Builders ręjectea, the 


fame is made the Headſtone of the Corner; he, 


according to the Purpoſe of the Text, could not 
ſhon to lay. open the Corruptions of the Zewiſb 
Builders, as Beacons to the preſent Generation, 
that they might not daſh upon the ſame Church- 


in the World: And being, quite contrary to. his 


Inclination, put in the Chair at Stirling, and 
therefore obliged to preach before the Sy nod at 
Perth, he found himſelf under a Neceſſity, by 
vertue of his Commiſſion from God, and in an 


Agreeableneſs tothe commendable Acts and Con- 
ſtitutions of this Church in former Times, to be 
free and faithful in declaring what he looked u- 


* as a Departure from the Corner tone, where- | 


any other Church, as wells that of the- Jenus, 
might be in Danger of Ruin ſrom the Lord; and 


this Method he judged to be his Saſety before 
God, his own Conſcience, and all unbiaſſed Per- 
ſons; But, to his 
at the Opening of the Aſternoon's Meeting, as 
tho" he had vented ſome notorious Hereſy, = 


reat Sur Pr ze 3 the ſame Day, 
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; which he did, without ſtating a 
| Seren bet wirt them and any Set of Men 


= M4 
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| take the fame to: Conſideration, and report to 
 cenſurable on the Account of the Expreſſions. be 


pellant from the Sentence of the Reverend Synod, 
thren, and 2 Ruling Elders, were ſo much 


| from the Deed of the Synod," againſt which 1 5 
found myſelf obliged wo. roze/t, and flee to the 


imo, Altho' the Appellant gave no Occaſion 
Jof Irritation to any Member of the Synod, du- 
ring the three Days Debate; yet he found the 


Men of their preſent Temper capable of judging: 


= " 
9 4 ; 4 888 y * 5 = 3 f 1 
| Ford of Gad, or the Rules of this Church. But | Wn 


N * TE 7 9 
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Sermon is attack d, a Committee appointed ta, 


the next Sæderunt, which accordingly was done : 

And, after long Debates, till the rhird Day of 

the Synod's Meeting, about Ter at Night, the " 
ueſiion was put, I, or not, Mr. Hskine is 


emitted in his Sermon? when it carried, by a 
ſcrimp Majority, Cenſurableg. 
It is with no {mall Concern that I maſt appear + 
at the Bar of. the Venerable Afembly, as an Ap- 


whereof I am a Member; yet it is a conſiderable 
Alleviation, that Twelve of my [Reverend Bre- 


convinced of the Injuſtice done me, as to 4iſſent 


Kenerable Aſſembly, for Redreſs of the Injuſtice 
I humbly conceive is done me, before whom I 
lay my following Reaſons of Appeal, 


Spirits of the prevailing Party of hi Judges ſo - + 
biaſſed and imbittered, that he did not think 


impariially in his Cauſe. They knew very well! 
L was a Stranger lately come within their Bonds 
which, according to the Rules both of natural ; - - 
and revealed Religion, bound them to Human. 
ty and Civility, eſpecially when Banding upon 

i wg 


the Matter as a Pannel at their Bar, willing to 


ſubmit to any Cenſure, clear founded on the 


0 | 
7 . * A 1 
8 : 4 
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ſuch hard Names and Speeches — in the 
Courſe of Reaſoning, as plainly diſcovered a 
Biaſs and Ferment, and that, not againſt me only, 
but againſt the grave and honourable Audience 
before whom I had preached : But I. forbear to 
be more particular, unleſs. I be obliged to it be- 
fore the Bar of the HMembiy. I ſhall only add, 
as an Evidence of the Keenneſs of their Spirits, 
that they were going on (as is plain from the 


Minutes) to judge the Appellant cenſurable, be- 
fore ever they allowed him to fee or hear: a ma- 


terial Libel they had formed againſt him; and 
this Favour was not allowed him when he de- 


manded it, without a great Struggle and the So- 


lemnity of a Vote; and when the Favour was 
granted; all that was allowed, is only to ſee the 


Remarks in the Clerk's Hands, and no more 


Time for forming Anſwers to their long Paper, 
than from Meaneſday at Eleven or Twelve at 
Night till Ten of the Clock on Thurſday: And, 
when the preciſe Hour was come, one Meſſage is 
ſent me after another, to attend the Synod, tho' 
they wanted not other Buſineſs, the Minutes of 
the laſt 5 0 not being all this Time entred u- 
Pon, 10 hot and fery were they in the Chaſe. 
+240, This Method of Procedure has an evident 
Tendency to gagg and ſhut the Mouths of ſuch, 


as God has ordered to cry aloud, and not toſpare, 


zo tift up their Voice like 8 Trumpet, and to tel. 
rb Houſe of Judah and Iſrael their Tranſgre/- 


ons. Minilters are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and 
are obliged to beſpeak their Hearers with as great 
Freedom, as tho? 'Ghriſt were perſonally preſent, 
or ſpeaking with an audible Voice from Heaven, 


2 Cor. 5.20, Heb. 12. 25. And, if he deliver no: 


* 632.0 . 

thing but the Truhe God, he is to charge 
them, in the Name of the great God, to ma 
Application: But here I am judicially lifted be- 
ſore the Bar of the Synod, for deſiring every one 
of my Hearers to judge, whether any of the Sins 
and Corruptions of the Jetiſh Builders were to 
be found in the Day wherein we live; which 


Method, in my Opinion, ſmells of the Spirits of 
thoſe who required the Prophets to preach 


ſinooth Things, and propheſy Deceit. A Watch- 
man muſt exoner himſelf upon the Peril of his 


Soul: Tis true, he ought not knowingly to ſo und 


a falſèe Marm; But, whether is it ſafer for the 


Ciuy, to have a falſe Alarm founded upon an ap- 
prehended Danger, or to have the Mouth of 
the Watchman ſopr, that he cannot ſound an 
Alarm when the Danger is real, and the City 
Alling into the Hands of the Enemy? 
zitio, The Reverend Syuod judge the Appel- 


lant cenſurable ſor his Expreſſions, without con- 


Aeſcending upon any Part of the Word of Goa,; 

Standards of 

Government of the Church he had receded from, 

as is evident from the Paper of Remarks itlelf; 
ea, ſo ſar were they from pretending that he 

had departed from the Samdards of the Church; 

that when a Brorher, in the Courſe of Reaſoning, 


had aflerted, Thar the Appellant had departed 


from the Standards of the Church, the Synod 
allowed him, to wit, the Appeliant, to: proteſt 
againſt that Brother, that be ſhould be obliged 
to make good his Charge; and accordingly the 


faid Brother was called to the Bar, and the A, 


Pellant allowed, to inſiſt by his Proæy againſt 
him, until he had ſati gie for the Offence; * 


4 


Doctrine, or what Branch of the 


(ae 1) 3 


4s Synod would" heyer” have dons; if they 
thought that M. Erskine had emitted ahy Thirig 
Ibn ent with the Word of God, or our 2 
Lend Standards: Lea, tho* My. Ersking fre. 
inſiſted in open Synod, That they ſhould 
— dend upon the Errors he had vented; or 
the Articles of. our Standards he had departed 
from; yet this was never done, as appears from 
the Extract of the Synod's Procedure. And 1 
ſubmit it to the Yenerable Aſſembly to judge, if 
it is juſt and equal Dealing, to condemn any Man 
for a Arn of Expreſſions in cumulo, with- 
out ſhewin the racer Rules which he has 
tranſgre Tis- true, it was caſt up in the 
Courſe of Reaſoning „That the Appellant. had 
tranigreſſed the Zaw of Love and Charity, by 
taking Notice of ſome of the particular Evils of 
the Day: But this is a very unjuſt . 
i Hit be conſidered, That a Miniſter of Chriſt diſ- 
covers the gr cateſt Love to his own Soul, and to 
the n vhen he gives faithful Warnin ng. 
om God; that People may ner ruſſi upon . ; 
* and the 250 Soſſes of bit Buskler.' 
„What is above advanced, will be yet more 
8 12 if it be conſidered, That when my Exprel- 
ions are viewed abſtractiy from the Committee's 
"Remarks and Tnferences, which the Synod 4i/- 
. owned 43 none of theirs, they appear to be 110f- 
J ive,” even as the Committee ſtates them; but, 
85 5 viewed as ſtated in my written Defence, or 
is they ſtood in the Delivery, they are, not only 
inoſſenſivs, but either Srriprural, or natively 
Tre ture: For 2 1, When 
aking of t e Corruptions of the ,Fewiſo 
Sor. * was: there ecrtmical, in ny” it 


Z0 k 


3 e 
10 Heavers to judge whether any ſuch. Corrupti- 
ons were to be found in our Day? Yet this is 
adduced as a Proof, that I run the Parallel be- 


tween the corrupt Teachers of the Fewiſh, and 


the preſent Miniſtry of the Church of Scotland; 


tho it be declared in my written Defence, That 
Iko there is a Boay of faithful Miniſters in 
his Church, with hom I don't reckon myſelf 
Wort hy to be compared. I was far from making 


ſuch an Application of my Teut to the Synod of 
Perth, as Peter did to the Few Sanhedrim, 


Acts 4. The Stone which is rejected by you 
Builders, the ſame is become the Heaa-ſtone of 
the Corner. 240, Another of my Expreſſions 
was, That miſtaken Notions of the Kingdom of 
"Chriſt, lay at the Bottom of many T hings wrong 

in our Day; And is this ceuſurable ? when we 


find the Diſciples themſelves in the Milt about 
the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom, and falling in- 


to Miſtakes from this Principle. 37/0, Am L 
cenſurable, for ſaying, That the Jewilh Buif- 
ders trampled upon the People who attended 


Chriffs Minibry as an unhallowed Mob? when 


.*ris plain, from the Scripture I adduced, they, 

' pronounce an Anathema againſt them, ſaying, 
That this People, who know not the Law, are 
"accurſed: J hope the Reverend Synod will never. 


uſtify them in this Matter. 470, I am quarrelled 


for ſaying, (as it is ſtated in the Remarks) That 
hey who come into the Miniſtry without the 
Call of the Church, are but Thieves and Rob- 
vers. But, let the auhole Period be put together, 

as I elttered it, and as it is eæpreſt in my ritten 


Defence; and I believe it will abide rhe Touob - 


None, sto, Of the ſame Nature is the next Ex- 
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preſſion, to wit, That it is the natural Righ 


_ "= of every Family or Soctety of Men to chuſe their N ai 
% | ew12 Servants or Stewards, &c. as in my Paper 
*5 of Defence, to which I refer. 6, Was it a 


Thing criminal or cenſurable in me to fay, 
That I did not remember of any particular Act 
ſince the Revolution, aſſerting the Headſhip of 
Cbriſt, in Oppoſition to the Innovations and En. 
croachments that were made upon it, in the 
Times of Perfecution and Tyranny? I do not 
deny but the Headſpip of Chriſt is aſſerted in 


ther 

our Confeſſion of Faith, and en paſſaut in ſome r C. 

- other p 4 of Aſſembly; but A I humbly de” 

conceive were not Acts a4 propos, and did not ſent 

anſwer, the Deſign in Oppoſition to the open It uU 

Indignities and Affronts done to the, Sove- I Gur 

reignty of the Son of God over hjs Church in Iz B. 

tthele Times, when the Crows was ſacrilegiou- Epi 

Ay taken oft his Head, and ſet upon the Head of 115 

a perſecuting Apoſtate. The Parliament of Eng- I b 

3 and and Scotland, at the Reſtoration of King ICot 

FE  _,— Chartes, judged it neceſſary to aſſert his Right Ixie 

And Prerogative, in Oppoſition to the Uſurpati - out 
ons of Over Growwell, by particular and er- ||; 


9 | „an CX- apr 
= Sreſs Acts; And, had not our Afemblies much 125 
more Reaſon to art the Prerogative and Head- 
mip of our dear Redeemer, in Oppoſition to the 

eilegious Uſurpations of King Charles, who IW« 
=_. by Act of Parliament had been declared /u#reme I « 
Head, not only of all Cauſes Civil, but Eecleſi- Ich 


mi andtheroupon the Oarb of Supremacy [it 
% » T se 


_ - + $to, As to the Expreſſions I emitted in Rela- 
”  -tion tothe Act of Amy 1732, which the IS 
6 OO Fault with ;* AFT fila m wy Atiters, Na 
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: Tcannot, 907 dare not, retract my Teſtimony 
gain the ſaid Act: And that, Imo, Becauſe 

er Ethe $9204, according to the Method of their 
© 2 Procedure againſt me, ſeemed to look upon this 
AA as a Term of Miniſterial Communion; 
18 bich it can by no Means be, in regard it had 
Ine Being when the Appellant, or any other Mi- 
niſter admitted to the Miniſtry before its Enact- 
e ment, were ordained: And, if this Act be a 
ot erm of Miniſterial Communion, why not o- 
in Weber Acts? And ſo we ſhall have as many Terms 
ne lof Communion, as there are Acts of Aſſembly. 
There is no Act of Aſſembly declaring this pre- 
wt Wer Act a Part of our Standards, or declaring, . 
en e unlawful for Miniſters to preach againſt it: 
Ve Our Form of Church-Government is no doubt 
in I Badge of Diſtinction between our Church and 
10 A or Inaependency, to which Form 
of adhere; but, to imagine all Ads of Aſſembly. 
S % be Standards Diſcipline, is to enſlave our 


. 4 \ 


25 Conſciences to the Humots or rah Deciſions ot 
r Men, who ſometimes (as in the preſent Caſe] 
a} outwearied with contentious Debates; ſeem to 


agree to Regulations contrary to the Mind of 
ch Icheir Conſtituents, and the deliberate Opinion of 
d. che aifuſed Church given in by their 1 ions: OD 
he Ito the Aſſembly. It is alledged, That, by -* 
10 Nc ſubſcribing the Formula, f am engaged nor 
ze to preach againſt any Act of Aſſembly:“ But 
this can have no Manner of Weight, in regard 
fit cannot be ſuppoſed, that any zhinking. Man 
ever engaged to be ſabjeft (as was ſaid) to | at: 
IA of Aſſembly that night take Place after his 
Je Subſcription, anleß they were agreeable unto, 
” and founded upon, 15 Mord of God ; for this. 
| / . ö 2 og Welle 
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were to take it for e is 
nnfullible, and were a binding the Conſciences 
of Men to an implicite e which I am 
very ſure was never the Jatenament of our En- her 
gapements by the Formula. Our Subjection to by 
13 only in the Tora, from which no add 
Argument can be adduced for a fifa Silence, I dy! 
as to Acts and Conſtitutions, which ſeem to us 
to be againſt Chriſt's Intereſt and Authority 
Over his Church. This will be further evident, I Ps: 
if it be conſidered, 24o, That this c, for | 
12383 againſt which I am quarrelled by the are 
Synod, appears to me, not only to have 20 War- 
rant from the Authority of the great Head and ¶ cip 
Ning of the Church, but inconſiſtent with the of 
aba Hlection in the Apoſtolical Church, | Go 
recorded, Acts r,6, and 14. Chapters; incor- | 
tent with the Power and Talent of trying 
E  _ 7zhe Spirits of true and falſe Prophets, and of 
1 1 wing the Voice of the WF os by 
' © Ebrift, not {imply to the Wiſe, Noble and Mig h. 
9. t even to the Poor of this World, whom 
be hath generally choſen, rich in Faith, and 
Hieirs of the Kingdom; inconſiſtent with that 
„ Tmpartiality which the Lord requires of his Mi- 
3 „ e Courts in the Affairs of his Kingdom, 
here the rich Man, or the Man with the gay 
r hath no Manner. of Predeceney to the || 1 
Pur Man, or him with, the vile Rees, Jar. te 
2. t the Beginning. What a dangerous Thing . 
is it for ay urch to caſt out, or caſt off, any of S 
the Zo little Ones, and give their Rights and! 
Prwileges to the World's great Ones, as ſuch? 
In fine, I kbink it Bear wich the Prin- 
les and Fractice of the beſt Nee Char Nv 


- 
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(148+) 2 
is ches, declared in their; publick Confi ins of Faith 1 


ces and particularly 8 the known Py inc, 


am Ibis Church ſince the Reformation, aſſened in 


En- Aber Books of ber Diſcipline, which we are bound 
to flby- Solemn Covenant" to maintain. I fall only - 
3a. I am firmly perſwaded, it a timely: . 
ce, N dy hy not provided this At will very ſequ ter- 
us ¶ minate in the ute Ruin of a 7. faithful Mimiſiny 
ity in the CHurch of Scotland, in . 97 that al 
nr, ¶ Power of elefting Mini ſtars is thereby pal. 
for || iy lodged in the Hands of a Sf Mem, who 
the 20 generally diſaffected to the Power of Godli- 
ar- pes, and avowed Enemies to the Doctrine, Diſ- 
and cipline, ' Worſhip and Government ofithe Church 
the | of Scotland, as well as profeſſed Enemies to the 


ch, || Government of our Sovereign King Gerghs 


on- and the Succeſſion in his * 


f For all which Re 11 is er pete, thaw - 
by © zþs Equity of. :he,Venerable: Aﬀſomb 
bat they will reverſe the Sentence of t 
om | Synod, and declare, I am not conſoraths 
and] Pier any, of theſe _ Expreſſions. nee 
hat!? 2 Bein in , Sermon. 
2 ve Faun | ERSKINE>. - 
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ADDITIONAL REASONS of AP: \ 
 PEAL, by Mr. James Fiſher Mini- 
| Her at Kinclaven, from the Sentence 
be Reverend Synod of Perth and 
Stirling, Finding Mr. 'ZBrsþine. cenſu- 
"rable for ſome Expreſſions emitted by 
bim in his Sermon at the Opening of 
the aid Synod, 4s 

ns. 


The Ven ble Aſſembly * the Church of 
_ Scotland, to meet at Edinburgh the 


Day of May, One thouſand ſeven _ 
Bed thirty three . 1 


\ ' 1 * * 
. - 


" HE Reverend Spd; bed teloled me | 
che Privileges of a Member in this pre- 
> - © Jen#Queſtion, becauſe of my Re/arior 
-- Wh Mr. Brikine. there was no other-Method left 
me of. obtaining Redreſs, but by appealing to 
the He ſenerable Aſſembly. 
Mr. Erskine, in his Reaſons f Appeal, ig 
Which I have alſo adbered, has offered ſever, EF 
Arguments for juſtifying his Conduct in fleeiy 5 
to the Aflembly for Relief of the Injuſtice dase 
him by the Reverend Synod; which I hope will 
have Weight with that Venerable Body: But, 
beſides what he has juſtly advanced in his own 
Defence, I thought it my Duty to add the follow-. 
g 3 of my Appeal, Which * 5 5 
mum 
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yet it was 
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ſuhmit to the Conſideration of: the Venerable” 
% oo 05 005 008 EIS 
Imo, Altho' the Reverend Synod did not a- 
dopt the Committee's Remarks as theirs, but 
pretended to r eee the Z 
is Sermon; 


Freſſions emitted by Mr. Er stine in 
was plain from the Whole of their Reaſo- 
ning, that the Sentence was grounded upon Mr. 
Erskine's Intention and Deſign in theſe quarrel- 


led Expreſſions, and not upon the Expreſſions 


themſelves : For, excepting what Mr. Erskine 
laid in Reference to the Act of + verry: 732, 
(which ſhall be after watds conſidered) there is 
not any of the 'quarreiied Propoſitions, when 


viewed abſtractly from the ſtrained 'Inferences 
and Gloſſes of the Committee, that can be the 
Foundation of any Cenſure whatſomever ; as Mr. 


of his Appeal. Now, was it ever heard; that 
any Court proceeded to Cenſure upon the ſecres 
Intention and Deſign of the Speaker? Is it not © 
a received Maxim, That no Man ought to be 
condemned for Conſequences drawn from his 
Doctrine, when he diſclaims them? But it is 
2 from Mr. Erskine's written Anſwers, That 
e diſowns the Meaning put upon his Expreffi- 
ons, and the Inferences drawn ſrom them, in 
there is a Boay of. faithful M in the ch _ 
of Scotland, with whons he if not wirihy robe 
com para, who, he doubts not, haue Gods Call, _ 


the Committees Remarks; 


6s well as the Call of ihe Church, 0 the ſaore 


ity ; L therefore þumbly ſyhmit it to the Judg- 


— — 


ment, 


| Office of ; the Miniſtry; which is all that m be 
warrantably ſaid by any Man of reaſonable Cha- 
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ment of the Venerable Aſſembly, If, in Matters 


of Doctrine, which are to be the Foundation of 
Cenkire, any Man can be juſtly condemned for 
za Meamnug put upon his Words, which they 
o ndt obviouſly bear: Is it not vaſtly more a. 


grecable to the. Lam of Love and Chariy, which 


-#hintketh 20 Buil, to put as ſavourable a Conſtru. 
* ion Mens Words as they can poſſiblj 
L 

240, Altho“ Mr. Erskine gave in written An. 
wers to the Committees Remarks, in which, 
at the ſame Time, he ſtated the quarrelled Ex- 


Ppreſſions in their true Light as he mitten them, 
and e | 


xplained what he meant by them; yet the 
undd did not take his Anſwers ſo far under 
their Conſideration, as to declare (after reading 
uf them) vvhether they were ſarisfied with them 


bor not: Whereas it would have been but a Piece 


of material Juſtice, to have impartially conſide- 


ted what he advanced, for alleuiatiug the Charge 


brought againſt him; yet this was never done, 
As appears by the Exrract of be Proceſs ; but, 
zon the Contrary, every Expreſſion Is ſcrew*d up 


to the worſt and moſt uncharitable Meaning, and 


whatever was faid for his Exculpation entirely 
tio, This Sentence of the Synod. is founded 
on disjointed &xpreſſions and ſcattered Phraſes 


Collected out of Mr. Erikine's Sermon, as every 
daes Memory beſt ſerved him, without conſide- 


ring the Connection in which they ſtood in his 
Daſcerrſe: Now, the moſt valuable Truths may 
appear in the Shape of abominable Falſhoods, 
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Jelion, All Synods and Councils ſince the A- 

c poſtles Times, Whether ns lar particular, 
may err, and many have erred ; therefore they 
ate not to be made the Rule of Faith. or Pra. 
ctice. If it be ſaid, That Acts of Agembly 
are Standards of Diſcipline, in the ſame Man- 
ner as the Confeſſion of Faith is Doctrine; 
I hope it will be conſidered, That, When we 
fubſcribè the Confeſſion. of Faith, we ſubſcribe 
. our-Belief of every Article of ir, as an Article 


Mora of God: But, 1 luppoſe, none will pre- 

tend to believe, That every Act of Aembly 

is an infallible Standard of Diſcipline; elle, 

Why were there ſo, many former Acts of Aſſem- 

bly revers's? And, why. ſuch a Number of 

. * Inſtruftions from Presbyteries, that this preſent 
Act ſhould not have. the Force of 4 Law, even 
when it had the Sanction of the Aſſembly for a 
Wear: And it is more than probable, ' that Ja- 
 ftruftions will be renewed for repealing of it; 
All which would be abſurd, if. it were 4 Han- 
Aar of Diſcipline, in the ſame Manner as the 

' Confeſſion is Doctrine. 3tio, I humbly con- 
«ceive, - That this Sentence of the Reverend Sy- 
noc, were it confirmed by the Aﬀembly, would 
- __ _Ztenidto render the Subordination of Judicatories, 
and that Submiſſion which is due by an inferior 
La to the ſuperior, according to the 
- audable Conſtitution of this Church, which is 
founded on the Word of God; I ſay, This Sen- 
_ Tence tends to render this Subordination impra- 
cigable 10 any Proteſtant: For, if Submiſſion 
v9 the Act and Conltirwions of Judicatories were 


do 
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of our Faith, clearly founded upon the infallible 


GAaoItoanyg AoC 


* 


to be ſo unlimited, as that none could reclaim, 


2 
. 


or give Teſtimony againſt zny one Of them, 4 f 


without Pain of Cenſure, however much con- 
ary they were to the Word of God, and the 

ved Principles of the Church, but behoved 
receive them as Standards of Practice, mere-; . 
1 | becauſe the Majority of the Judicatory 
thought fit to enact them; I ſuppoſe ſuch an 
mimi tad Submiſſion as this, will go down with 
none but theſe that receive it as their Principle, 
To believe as the Church believes. In Conſe- 
quence of this, I ſhall only add, in the 47 Place, 
That this Sentence of the Synod, fitiding Mr. 
Erskine cenſutable, has an evident Tendency o 
throw him and many others out of theCommnion - 


of this Church, & ho, in the Judgment of Cha- 
rity 4 am bound to' 8 „ Would ſeal their 
Adherence to the valuable Privileges, With which 


the King of Zion has veſted her, with the laſt _ 


Drop of cheir Blood: For, it ke and, others 


cannot ſubmit to an Admonition, to forbear te- 


ſtifying agailt an Act, which they are perſwa- 
ded in their Conſciences is contrary to the Word 


of God; then Suſpenſion; Depofirion, or at leaſt 


a Deprivation of the Privileges of the eſtablifh'd. 
Church, muſt enſue; which I am ſure will at 
leaſt miden the Breach which is already fatally 
begun, and leave us open to our Enemies, who 
are impatiently waiting for our Halting. And I 
ſubmit it to the Venerable Aſſembly, if it be a- 


greeable to tlie Principles of this Church re pro- 


ſeente any Man for ddbering to tbe' Rights. of 


the Chriſtian; People; which, if it be an Error, 
N 4 Bi is I 4 7 


e I am modeſt when I ſay, it is not a 


ſuch 


Jam ſu 
fondumenal one; But, if it be an Error, it is 


G 2 


ſuch an one, 25 bas en ann 


by the beft reformed Churches, and by ti; 
FO alſo, ever ſince the Reformation ill 


"For theſe Reaſons I bernd it my Putz fo * 
this Matter before the Venerable Aſſembly: 
altho? this Sentence only affects Mr. Er5kine im- 
mediately; yet the Conſequences of it may prove 
to be fatal ro the whole Church, if a timous Stop 

e not put to ſuch Method of Proce edure, by the 
Venerable Aſſembly, who tis hop'd, in their 

great Wiſdom and 1 quity, will, not only ve- 
5 this Sentence of the Synod, but alſd rake 
again unger their Conſideration the late Ack it. 
Fei, which has already occafioned ſo much Hear, 
and | is {till ke to be attended with worſe Con. 
ſequences , and reſtore this Church ta the P. 
#% of ber ancient Rights aud Priviltges, At 
ſeaſt as far as in them lies ; in which hun Fe- 
fi tion, I hop 


to be fecb nd by not a few, Yho 
only will 


the Welfare of our Zion. 
IA. FIS HER. 
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£ 0 5 7 Reaſons of Diſſent aud Pro- 
e ſtation by Mr. Alexander Moncrieff 
an others, the Miniſters and Et 
— . e from, and 


ſt. rhe of the. Synod 
2 Perth ang: rings, finding Mr. 
als Erehing renſt fame 
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1 we 


. Expreſſians . . 5 5 im 5 bis 3 
vs Hermon, 2 the Opening the Meg | . 
940 October 17375 oy He 


o E Reverttigh Synod. may beleße it 's 
With ithe greateſt Averſion we appear 
in the Character of Diflenters L 
their legen; but this Sentence appearing to 
poco one of thoſe from which, according to 
Acts of the General Allembly y, tis not wy 
nts the Prlyilege, but älſo the Duty of the = 
Membets- ofthe Judicatories of this. lurch to 1 
quent, we hope, they will the more eaſily ex- bu 
culs'our taking this Method to exoner ourſelves : 
And, that-thisSentence'is of that Nature, Will, 
we hope; appear to all Who ſeriouſly and im ten, | 
telly weigh-the following Read of Di 
and Proceltdficry therefrom; which, we bumbly | ' 28 
crave, the Reverend Synod may tranſmit Wi . 1 i 
the Proceſs ts the Venerable- Aſſembly, and ore „ 
der their Clerk to give us atteſted i ther 8 MET i 
of for-ourigwn ,  / IE. 
* 1290; We giſlent from, ad proteſt 3 againſt, 
|| this Sentence, becauſe of abe S nac allowing ; ' _ 
and homologating- the unaccountable | partial 4 
Conduct of the Committee they appointed at the = 
eff Entry of the Proceſs : Which Committee, goth. 
J. rrary to the. plain Tenor and Scope of the 17 ; 
4 ſtructions, did, before they called for, or heard. 1 
. Mr. Exskine upon the Subj ect, determine, e 
pd | firid he was an Offender, in that” he had ſpoken. _-— 
fr. | ſeveral Things, not only inconvenient, but un- _ 
Be. Nuns arid ported 2 Sub committee of their 
* e to * if he would col els, and Yorfake. = 
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For juſtifying of Which Reiſon of Diſſent, we 
— reer 540 
240, Becaule the Synod do not condeſcend u- 
_ the particular Expreſſions emitted by Mr. 
Erskine, for which they find him cenſurable; 
but ſeem to take them in cummio, as contained 
in their Committees Paper of Remarks, and 
found by the Synod themſelves to have been e- 


1 


mitted by him, tho? all who look unto the ſaid 


Paper of Remarks, muſt own, there are ſeveral 
Expreſſions, and Propoſitions there, ſound to have 


been emitted by Mf. Eratine, which arę very 
ſound, and therefore no Way cenſurable. And, 


— 


if it be Nene Sy nod. h ve not condemned 
ſuch Propo tions as they ſtand by themſelves, 
but as connected with other Things, according 
to the Committee's Remarks; tis plain from the 


Minutes, which. ue oppone, the dynod did not 
- t all adopt theſe Remarks as theirs, but went 
purely on the Propoſitions as they had found 


them to have been emitted by Mr. Erskine. 


3e, Becauſe the Synod condeſcend on no 

Part of the Word of God, Confeſſion:of Faith, 
-Carechiſms, or Formula, which Mr. Erskine has 
tranſgreſſed, and for tranſgreſſing whereof they | 
find him cenſurable; but reſt ſatisfied with a ge- 


neral, arbitrary Vote, finding him ſo. 


4, Becauſe the Synod, in their Sentence, 
take no Notice of Hr. Er kine's refuſing ſome 
of the Expreſſions alledged to be his, and ſet- 
ting others in a quite different Light from what 
appeared in the Committee's Paper, altho', '- 
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Flo, Becauſe we law that the great Thing that 
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that they exert themſelves to have ſuch Acts te- 
Ipealed, 2s lie, in his Conſcience, is aro 5 
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the Nature nen 26; in ſe ſo 0. 
ing, to to e the Reaſons of bis Conv: Qi. 
on. and Ju dgment. And, we conceive, this 
lun might the rather be grabted to our Bro. 
ther id the p 1 Caſe, as the Act was bald 
In 40 Aſſembly, before the Opinion of the Gene. 
rality of Presbyteries, in the National Church; wa; 
had,. agreeing thereto ; directly | contrary. to the 
Ag 9 Aſſembly 1697. Nor is it ſufficient to 
evade the binding Force of. that Act, What ſome 
do alledge, namely, That, joj ning the Pre sby. 
teries who were politively for the Act 1932, 3 


tranſmitted by the ries Aſſembiy in Obie 
Cwbich, by 


did not exceed, if we right. 
remember, ine or Ten in Number) With 
ach Presbyteries as. were for. Amendments on the 
verture, and ſuch others as returned no Opi. 

on, the Plurality of the diffuſed Church were 
Gr the Act; ſeeing, it can never juftly be faid, 
the Presbyteries, for Amendments, were found 2. 


eeing to the Act, unleſs it be made appear it 
palled preciſely in the Terms of their 5 545 


ments. Far leſs can it be ſaid, that ſuch Presby. 
ies as reyes no Opinion were ound agree. 


* bah ; and 178 by tbe foreſaid Act 169 
W kute, That no Act of this Nature 


. X ree thereto. . 
1 * Becauſe we know. no Rule in the Scrip- 


* | tures, Confeſſion of Faith, .or Catechiſm, he 1 x 


m. this Particular, tranſgreſſed; it not being pr 
tended, ſo far as we know, that this Act, as i 


dom ſtands, is in all Things fourded on the 

God, particularly as to Heritors, as} 
bb. and the” of a different Communion 1 5 
dne, 


Word of. 


il the Generality of the Presbyterief 


. 5 | | , = 

the Co | repatio Ga 9 fat is Confe/ 

1 e Congregation g. v0 tar is our COié Y- 
do- fon of Faith from binding down Miniſters - 
de receive and ſubmit to the Decrees of Aſſembly, 
this which in their Conſcience they are .perſwaded 
have not a ſolid Foundation in the Word, that 
a therein it is expreſly declared, Chap. 31. Par. 
. 4. That Decrees of Synoas and Conncils are 
10 jo be received with Reverence and Submiſſion, 

FRY N. B.) if conſonant to the Word of God; and 
to hat ail Synods and Councils fince the Apoſtles 


95 Time, whether general or particular, may err, 
"ll and many have erred. From which, we think, 


ke natively follows, that Miniſters are to examine 
770 the Decrees of Councils by the Word; and, if 
*1 found diſagreeable thereto, may at leaſt in Ser- 
ch mons ad clerum declare ſo much to Brethren, 
bor exciting them to endeavour the Repeal. of 
ſuch Decrees. And, if it be alledged, This is in- 
110 conſiſtent with our promiſed Submiſſion to the 
4 | Governmetit of the Church, we humbly con- 
e ceive that Submiſſion is not to be underſtood 
as abſolute, and illimited to every particular Act 


ms may paſs in a Church, after the Ordination- : 
N. Vows are come under, but limited and qualified | D 
75 as in the forecited Paſſage of Confeſſion : For, ii 
51 otherwiſe, how ſhall we juſtify either our firſt "i 
ture Reformers, or the worthy Miniſters, who, be- = 


SIE fore the Year 1638, teſtified againſt many Acts 8 
„of the then Aſſemblies > N _ 
Ab. 2:i0, Becauſe this Step of the Synod*s'Con- +. © 
has gu „ in our Opinion, makes a new Term , _ 
Pre. Miniſterial Communion, vis. That Miniſters © © 
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4p mall not, even in Diſcourſes to their Brethren, . 9 
the teſtify againſt any particular Act of Aſſembl 7. 
» cho convinced that it was made errante 5 4 | 1 
77 


2 s 
. * 


and has a native Tend ncy to intimidate Mmi. Nat r 
= ters to tellify againſt the Defections may happenone 
2 in a Church in their Day, and to induce then 
dio ſinful Silence in the publick Cauſe, contrar wieff 
- to Act of Aſſembly 1646. And how far a tying 
x Kt, WY down .of Miniſters this Wa to a believing, and 
ſpeaking only as the Plurality of a Church do, 
1 "tends to invade, and render of little Uſe to mu. 
ttunal Edification, the Right of private Judgment, 
3 yea, to prevent, when perhaps it may come tall 
B be abſolutely neceſſary, faithful Miniſters their, 


making a zealous Stand in the Maintenance and 
= Defence of the Doctrine „Wofür and Govern 
= ment of Chriſt's Houſe, Which they 'are'undaſ}e”” 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations to ſupport, we leave 


do the Impartial to judge. 


Upon the Whole, We hope, that the Church 
:»....of Scotland will ſhow Iucha juſt Regard to the 
E - , . _Right of private Judgment, and other Refor- 
==. _mation-principles, as not to:give Countenance 
_ == to, nor approve of, any Piece of Conduct in! 
ber inferior Courts, which have a native Ten- 
=  __ dency, by mere Church- authority, to fetter the 
=  Conlciences of their Brethren in Matters which“ 
= they themſelves will not pretend to be poſitively be 
= . + _ determined by our Standards of Dodtine and 
= . Government ; of which Nature and Tendency, 


= we hope, we have made the preſent Sentence Yup 

—_— — 7 zoe. La. M. Intaſb, J. Gow, John ut, 
eder, Alex, Moncrieff, Ro. Coventrie, Wil. Ideta 
du len, Geo. Meik, W. h. 
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tree this Paper of Reaſons of Diſſent was l 
Siven in to the Synod of Perrh and Srir/i "8, tart 
JJ dba 


19 59 * ol 
ni. last met at Stirling the Eleventh Day of April, 1 
denne thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty three 1 
em fears, by the Reverend Mr. Alexander Mon- ., - 
ane Miniſter of the Golpel at euer, whe x x..." __ 
ingl; tied the n is atteſted by A = 
and 1 Ax. WYLIE, Cs. S 


Me 


That thin] is a true Chop of the principal Regie 5 
Ins of | Diſſent tranſmitted from the Synod- 
erk to the Proceſs againſt Mr. Ebenezer Er- 
une, -before the General Aſſembly met in May, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirky Ie” 
Years > is: attefted by 
* | e NIC. SPENCE. 


e888 8 nl 


the The Paper read by Mr. Ebenezer Er- 
for-Y-” skine 4 the 0 of Perth and Stir 


t in 1 8 


N the MP in FP April 1 * 75 
Mr. Eri ne was called, and compearing, | 

4 offered to deliver his Mind as to the Affair 

of the Cenſure upon his Sermon, which” was 9 

then before them, but was not allowed; where- a 


i * * * W $$ 8 4 


ICY, "YM 
nce upon: he adhered to his Appeal, and withdrew | _—_ 
% But, being called back, he was told by the Mo- _— 


detator, that he was allowed to ſpeak,” and ; -' 
hereupon read the following Papers” =” 
According to the Utterance given by the . _ 
% mne at Perth, I delivered bis Mind, Particu. -.- 1 
ry with Relation to R prevailing * of „ 


* | 


TRE 

the Day, which to me are Matter ol Conſeſ 
ſion, and theręfore dare not retract he leaſt 
Part of that Teſtimony. I am heartily ſorry, 


hat ever the Reverend Synod ſhould have con. 


mend d a Proceſs againſt me, for what I am 
Perſiuadea was nothing elſe but Truth; eſpeci- 
ally when they have never yet made it ap- 
pear, that 1 have in the leaſt receded from the 
Word of God, and our approven Standards of 
Doctrine, Worlhip, Diſcipline or Gaverument. 
Every Man hath his own. proper Gift of Uite- 
rance, ana, according to the Gift beſtowed on 
me, ſo 1 expreſt myſelf at Perth; ana, if I had 
given Offence by any Expreſſions uttered by me 
at that Time, I ſnould very willingly retract, 
ana beg Paraon: But I hope my Reverend 
Brethren will excuſe me to EL That I am not 
F . convinced of any juſt Ground given for a 
Kebuke and Admonition. © 
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The REPRESENTATION ard 


Kirk-Sefion of Stirling. 


Unto the very Reverend , the Moderater and 
remanent Members of the Provincial Synod of 
Perth and Stirling, met at Stirling the tenth 


Day of April, One thouſand ſeven humdred 


and thirty three Tears; The Repreſentari 5 


8 0 J 


"I, 


and Petition of us after: ſubſcribing Elders of 
| the Kirk. ſeſſion of Stirling. N | 


- : Humbly'Sheweth, „„ 
1 whereas the Provincial Synod of 
Perth and: Stirling did, at their Mee- 
ting at Pereh the Day of October laſt, find 
be | our Reverend Miniſter, Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, 
of cenſurable, on the Account of Expreſſions emit- 
7. ted by him in a Sermon at the Opening of the 
e- faid Synod, and thereupon did reſolve to rebuke 
0% | the ſaid Mr. Erskine, and admoniſh him to be- 
a4 || have orderly for the future; and the Execution 
ne | of the foreſaid Sentence of Rebuke and Admo- 
7, | nition being referred to this Meeting of Synod; 
2d we crave Leave, with all Submiſſion, to repre- 
ot | ſent to the very Reverend Synod, That, as the 
* a | faid Sentence imports a Crime and Tranſgreſſioaunnn 
of a very offenſive Nature, ſo it cannot but be 
very afflicting and grieving to us, that our Re- 
2 verend Minifter ſtands condemned, after this Man- 
_ „ by a Provincial Synod of Perth and Sir- 
ing. . 755 | a; Mat, N 
741 i we had not had ſome conſiderable Doubts 
14 | bout the uſtice and Equity of the forelaid Sen- 
tence, we ſhould have laid our Hands upon our 
.. Mouths, and been ſilent, at this Time, before 
the Reverend Synod ; but, fince it is otherwiſe, 
we hope, our Intereſt in our Miniſter, and our 
of | Concern for Truth itſelf, may apologize for us, 
:þ || tho! we reclaim againſt the Sentence of the laſt 
6 Synod ; and that for the following Reaſons : 
on © 1720, The Synod have found our Miniſter cen- 
24 | ſurable for en emitted by him; but they 
I have not, in their Sentence, made any ay 5 
ET / 5 | 5 on- 


1 ＋ 
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. 1 


yay 
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18 upon the Expreſſions that gave 
Offence : And we cannot underſtand from the 
Sentence itſelf, what the hainous  Exprefſtons 
are, for which he is to be rebuked and admo- 
niſhed; and therefore we ſubmit, to the Jud 
ment of this Reverend Synod, if ſuch an ind 
ſtin& and general Sentence is agreeable to the 
" Wiſdom, or — the Honour and Credit of. ſuch 
a Court as the Provincial Synod of Ferth and 
Stirling. 
24e, The Synod. have, not only condemned, 
in general, the Expreſſions they found to be emit- 
ted by our Mtviſter, but they have condemned 
them without ever finding any of them to be 
contrary to the Word of God, our Conſeſſion 


of Faith and Carechiſms, or Form of Church- 


Government. As theſe are the received Stan- 
dards by which we humbly conceive the Do- 


ktrine of the Miniſters of this Church is to be 


tried and judged; ſo it cannot but be wounding 
and grieving to us, that our Miniſter ſtands 
condemned r 

is not found to have tranſgreſſed any of the ap- 
proven Standards of this Church. 


tio, Tho we cannot underſtand. Gam. the 
Sentence itſelf what it is that bas given ſo much 


Offence, yet it is commonly ſaid, That Mr. Er- 


Skiue s, expreſſing himſelf 1 ſome Concern a- 
gainſt the Act of the laſt Aſſembly 7 TI 
the planting of vacant; Congre ations, is the 
3 ix ſo, We. 
beg Leave humbly to repreſent to this very Re- 
verend Synod, This by the: foreſaid Sentence, 
Church- power and Authority — Hi ug to 


Thing that chiefly. warne 


* how 4 vp to ſych an 1 


v a Provincial Synod, when yet he 


* 


* th bs Pulpit againſt any Act of a 


| down no ge . | 5 


* * by 
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Fynods and Councils are 10 be received with Re- 


 werence and Submiſſon, i conſonant to the 
Word of God : Ana that all Synoas and Coun- 
| cbs ſince the Apoſtles Time, whether general or 


particular, may err, and many have erred. 
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ſincere Concern for Peace- and 


And it is the more affecting to us, when it is 
- ediifidered, that the foreſaid Act of Aſſembly 
gives 2 Power to ſuch as are, not only diſaffe- 
Cted to our gracious Sovereign King George, and 


the Proteſtant Succeſlion-in his Family, but alſo 
declared Enemies to -our excellent Presbyterian 


Conſtitution, to ſettle many, if not moſt, of the 
Congregations in Sorland. And we leave it to 


this very Reverend 1 | 
Eftettsthis may very bon 


to judge what fatal 
roduce in the Church 


> > 
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* 
- 


= Ms 
; 7; tho we are taught by our Coe. 
of Faith, Chap. 31. Art. 3, 4. That Decrees of 


Ao, We beg Leave alſo to repreſent to the ve- 


ry Reverend Synod, That, as the foreſaid Seti- 


tence: has been very grieving and ſtumbling to 
many who are hearty r this Church; fo, 

| = ined, we are afraid it 
may be attended with dangerous Conſequences. 


it the Execution of it is pu 
Tho the condemnatory Sentence paſt againſt our 


Miniſter cannot leſſen his Character amongſt us, 
nor diminiſh from the juſt Eiteem that we, and 


many others thro' the Land, bave for him; yet, 
what wide Breaches ſuch Proceedings may oc- 
caſion, we leave it to the more deliberate Judg- 


ment of this Reverend Court. 
As this our Repreſentation proceeds from a 
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lation in Place and Province; -{; 
the Reverend Synod will put the not robe 
Conſirudtion upon the Janie. 


lay it therefore __ 12 very Re- 
verend Synod, to repeal the Sen- 

zence of the laſt Synoa, finding My. 

Erskine cenſurable, and appointing 

him to be rebuked and ttmonihe: 

And your Petitioners * ever 


proy. 
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ACT. and SENTENCE concerning 
"Hy. Ebenezer Erckine, and fomeo, 
ther Miniſters adhering ib his Pro- -A 
„ + zeft, for their Contempt f the Au- 3 
-| - zhority of the General Aſembiy. 


i; Edinburgh, May Fifteenth, One thouſand ſeven 
'l pPiundred and thirty three. is 
THE General Aſſembly having, at a former 
Diet, conſidered an Appeal entred by Mr. 
Ebenezer .Er5kine Miniſter at Stirling, from a 
'F Sentence of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
"| wherein the ſaid Synod had found Ground to 
cenſure him, and appointed him to be rebuked, 
on Account of ſeveral indecent Expreſſions, Ut- ,  , => 
tered by him in a] Sermon preached before the 4 
faid Synod in October laſt ; tending to diſquiet - | #4 
the Peace of this Church, and impugning ſeveral .. .4Y 
Acts of Aſſembly, and Proceedings of the Church 
Judicatories; and had 9 0 him, to be ad- 1 
moniſhed to behave orderly for the future.. 
The Aſſembly found theſe Expreſſions vented b 
Mr. Erskine, and contained in the Minutes ob 
the foreſaid Synod's Proceedings, with the An= 
ſwers thereto made by him, to be offenſive, and 
cf tend to diſturb the Peace and good Order of 
I this Church; therefore they approved the Pro- : 
, ceedings of the Synod, and appointed him to be 9 
rebuked and admoniſhed by the Moderator at 1 
their own Bar, in order to terminate the Proceſs, 1 
which was done accordingly. But the foreſaid 
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Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, together with Mr. Willis _ 
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1 
am Witfen Miniſter at Perth, Mr. Alexander 


Moncrieff Miniſter at Abernethy, and Mr. Zames 


4 


at the Aſſembly- Bar, ſubſcribed by them, craving 
and proteſting that the ſame might be read and 
recorded in the Minutes of the Aſſembly : But 


Fiſper Miniſter at Kinclaven, gave in a Paper 


the Aſſembly having repreſented to them the Ir- 
regularity and Danger of ſuch a Practice, and de- 
fired them to withdraw. their Paper and Proteſt; 


and they Pn to do it, and withdrawing,they 
were ordered to be cited to the next Diet, and a 


Committee was appointed to conſider the Paper 


and their Conduct in this Affair, and to bring 


in by an Overture what might be fit for the Al- 
'ſembly to do upon the whole Affair. This Day 


the ſaid four Brethren having compeared,the A\- 
ſembly, to ſhew all Tendernels towards them, 
appointed a Committee to confer with them, 
and endeavour to perſwade them to withdraw 
their Paper and Proteſt, and ſubmit themſelves 
to the Aſſembly: Who, having retired, did re- 
turn, and ſhewed that theſe four Brethren. conti- 


- Nued fully reſolved to adhere to their ſaid Paper 
and Proteſt. Then the Committee reported, 


That they bad conſidered the Peper given in by 
the foreſaid Brethren the laſt Night, and the 


whole of their Conduck. The ſaid Paper being 
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and have tendred a Rebuke and Admonition to 
me, for Things I conceive agreeable unto, and 
founded upon, the Word of God, and our appro- 
ven Standards; I find myſelf obliged to proteſt 
+ againſt the foreſaid Cenſure, as importing, that 


Synod of Perth October laſt, departed from the 
Word of God, and the foreſaid Standards; and 


FF 


„ that I ſhall be at Liberty to preach the ſame 


— 
ww 


Truths of God, and to teſtify againſt the ſame 

or like Defections of this Church, upon all pro- 
es per Occaſions. And I do hereby adhere unto 
- | the Teſtimonies I have formerly emitted againſt 


2 


che Act of Aſſembly 1732, whether in the Pro- 
I teſt entred againſt it in open Aſſembly, or yet 


J. in my Synodical Sermon, craving this my Proteſt 
5 and Declaration to be inſert in the Records of 


ie Aſſembly, and that I be allowed Extracts there- 


18 i of. + | ie 18 8 
l. "May 14, ' EBENEZER ERSEINB. 
1733 ; „ 


W from the Sentence of the Synod of Perth 


and others, given. in to the Aſſembly. 


' A Ltho' J have a very great and dutiful Regard. 
| to the Judicatories of this Church, to whom 
I own my Subjection in the Lord; yet, in re- 
ſpect the Aſſembly have found me cenſurable, 


L have in E. Doctrine, at the Opening of the 
e 


of 
E Underſubſcribing Miniſters, Diſſenters 


and Stirling, do hereby adhere to the above Pro- 
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teltation and Declaration, containing a Teſtimo : 
my againſt the Act of Aſſembly 1732, and —__ 
our Privilege and Duty to teſtify publickly-againit 


cCaſions. WILLIAM WILSON. 
n ALEXR. MONCRIEFF. 


1 Mr. James Fiſher Miniſter at Kinclaven, Ap- 
pellant againſt the Sentence of the Synod of 
Perth in this Queſtion, -altho* the Committee of 
Bills did not think fit to tranſmit, my Reaſons 
of Appeal, find myſelf obliged to adhere. unto 
the foreſaid Proteſtation and Declaration. 


The Committee offered their Overture upon 
the whole Affair: Which being read and conſi- 
dered, the Aſſembly, by a very great Majority, 
enacted and appointed, as follows, 
be General Aſſembly ordains, That the four 
[Brethren aforeſaid appear before the Commiſſion 

in Auguſt next, and then ſhow. their Sorrow for 
their Conduct and Misbebaviour, in offering to 


Paper by them ſubſcribed; and that they then 
retract the ſame. And in caſe, they do not ap- 
ear Before the ſaid Commiſſion in Auguſt, and 


3 the Commiſſion is Hereby impowered and ap- 
xx Pointed to ſuſpend the faid Brethren, or fuch of 
=—_ __ ' them as. ſhall not obey, from the Exerciſe of 


= their Miniſtry, - And further, in caſe the {aid 
4 Brethren ſhall be ſuſpended by the ſaid Commiſ- 
1 ion, and that they Mall act contrary to the ſaid 
© Sentence of Suſpenſion, the Commiſſion is here- 


by 
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the ſame or like Defections, upon all proper Oc- 


proce, and in giving in to this Aſſembly the 


then ſhow their Sorrow, and retract, - as ſaid is, 


_— — TP" 


by impowered and appointed, at their Meeting 
in November, or any ſubſequent. Meeting, to 
proceed to a higher Cenſure againft the ſaid four 
_— Þeeebien; r ſuch of them as ſhall. continue to 
offend by tranſgreſſing this Act. And the Ge-. 
neral Aſſembly do appoint the ſeveral Presbyte- 

ries, of which the ſaid Brethren are Members, to 
. report to the Commiſſion in Auguſt, and ſub- 
f ſequent Meetings of it, their Conduct and Be- 
f havicur with' reſpect to this Act. 


The Paper. offered zo the General | 
a | - Aſſembly, by the Proteſiing Bre- 
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Tpbe ſollowing Paper being conceived by the 


four proteſting! Brethren, and offered to the 
n Aſſembly as their joint Speech at the Bar, 
r LQ © after the Intimation of the Sentence, was not 
0 ff © ſubſcribed by them, becauſe it was reaſonably 
ie | © thought, they would have been allowed to 
nf read it, which yet was peremptorily refuſed 
them; the Tenor wheteof follows; 90 
Ss, IN Regard the Venerable Agembiy have come 

p- 1 70 a poſitive" Sentence without hearing our © 
of | Defences, and have appointed the Commiſſion 
of to execute their Sentence in Auguſt, in cafe: due 

id 40 not retract what wwe have done, we camp" 
i- | Bei complain of this uncommon Procedure, ane 
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70 
aactare that we are not at Liberty 70 #40 this 
Affair , 20 an Aviſandum. 8 4 
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APPENDIX. 


H E Publiſher of the Aes has fubjoin'd 
what he calls the Paſſages of - Mr. 
Ebenezer Erskine s Sermon, upon 

b -evhich' the Sentence "of the Synoa. of o 
perth 5 Stirling, againſt him, aas fornded ; | \ © 

but the attentive Reader will find, from the Mi- Y 
nutet, that this Paper bears the Title of Re- i= Sy 

marks upon a Sermon delivered by Mr. Ebene- || Gi 

zer Erskine, c. Now, it muſt be obſetved, || wi 

That theſe Reiaarks were made only by Mr. p* 

Mercer, Mr. Mackie, and ſome. others of the | 

warm Managers againſt Mr. Erkize: And the | ith 

Reader will eaſily ſee, from the Proceſs, that this || as 

Paper was laid — a Committee of Synod ; ch 

9 
fo 
th 
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_ that the Committee tranſmitted the ſame to 
the Synod, without paſſing any Judgment upon 
It. d the Reader may 11 eve obſerve, That 
the Synod have never adopted theſe Remarks. 
Tis true, they found the Expreſſions; contain'd 

in that Paper, to have been mattered by Mr. Er- 
Sine, or Words to the ſame Purpoſe ; but they || et 
_ delayed the Conſideration of | rhe Remarks ii} || 4 
2 terwaras, and never afterwards, reſumed the 
Conſideration: of them, nor gave any Judgment || # 
upon them (tho? M.. Erskine, thro a Miſtake, I 7 
in his Anſwers to that gs: al it The Sy- 


be A. 


V 3 
04's Remarks.) From AW i it is plain, that 
theſe Rexzarks can only derive any Weight and 
Authority they have from the above-named 
Brethren, ſince they were never adopted by the 
Synod, or their Committee: And yet thuſe ſame 
Remarks, and the Expreſſions which the Synod 
found to have been emitted by Mr. Erskine, are 
ſo much blended together, that it may be reaſo- 
„ nably ſuppoſed, the Managers againſt Mr. Er 
'd || skine had them in their Eye at the Paſſing of the 
r. condemnatory Sentence, tho? the Synod had ne- 
or || ver determined in the juſtneſs or the Relevancy 
of any one of them. : Ft 
23 But it is hop'd, that, by publiſhing of the 
li- | Propoſitions themſelves, even as ſtated by the 


e- Synod, and adopted by the Aſſembiy, as the 
e- || Ground of the Cenſure againſt Mr. Erskine, 
d, without theſe Remarks, the Reader will be ca- 


Ir. pable to judge, whether he was juſtly cenſurable 
ne ff for them; tho'to any, who peruſe the Sermon 


ne || itfelf, and obſerve them in the Connection, and 


is || 2s emitted- in his own Words, it will appear 
| ; chat they are ſtill leſs obnoxious to Cenſure, © 


at | founded their Cenſure, are, as followy: And, if 


s. | they are not diſtin, the Reader may know 


o 


'd || whom to blame for it. 


- | Propoſition 1. "He left it 20 the Conſvience of 
Y every One t0 judge, what of theſe Corruptious 


Vvwere to be found among ourſelves at this Day. 
xe | Prop. 2. Thas miftakin Noflons of the King + 


it || dom of Feſus Chriſt, was the Ground of many 
e, || Things that mere wrong among ui at this Dayt. 


— 
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| The Propoſitions, imply PT? they {ta n h he 
n | Syn0d's Minutes, and ũpon which the Aſſembly 
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| ſtead. of redreſſiug this, and biber Grievances, 


. 
Prop. 3. The Jewiſh Teachers, heing conne- 
fled with the Great, trampled upon the People 
at an mballowed Mob. | 
Prop. 4. In oer to One's being accounted a 
Builder, there were two Things neceſſary, the 
Cali of God, aud the Call of the Church : That 
they who had not the Call of the Church, ſpoula 
be looki upon as Thieves and Robbers ; and this 


Call ought not to be by the Heritors, or any other 


Set of Men, but by. the whole-Church: And, 
that a Miniſter haq not Goa's Call, who hai 
only a Calli from the Heritors, or any other Set 
of Men. 0k pe ey. Org 

Prop. 5. That this was a natural Right, that 
every Society had, to chuſe Servants for them- 


ſelves; and, that it would be aecounted a great 


Sondage, ana Servitude, upon any Family, if 
Foreigners were to chuſe Ser vants for them; 
and, that certainly the Church had a Power of 
chuſing their own Miniſters, ſeeing they were 
the Freeſt Society upon Earth. © 
Prop. 6. That after the late wonderful Re- 


volut ion, by which our Church was delivered, 
it N Have been er pected, that this Church 
a οπν 


have given ſome Teſtimony againſt theſe 


/ Enbroachments; but, that be did not remember 


ever they had made an Act, aſſerting the Head- 
ſhip of our Lord Feſus, ſince the Revolution. 
Prop. ). That a Cry had gone up to Heaven 


about thefe Thing, in the Words of the Spouſe, 
The Watchmen that went about the City had 
found her, and taken away her Vail from her, 
and ſmote her: Aud uhat this Cry came before 


be Bar M the laſt General Aſſembly, but, in- 
they 
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| zbey increaſes them, by lodging the P] 
JM . . k „ 
lo Election in Heritors and Elaers, emu the 
People, whereby Chriſt was deeply wollmaed in 
2 Lis Members: That whatever Church-Authori- 


ty was in that Act, there was nothing of the 
a: | Authority of the Head of the Churdh; That he 13 
14 | was ſure it had no Foundation in Seripture, „ 4 
is | here there are uo Diſtinctigus, in ſhirituas » 


or | Marters, made berwixs the rich Man with the 
7 | Gold Ring in gay Clothing, and the poor Man; 
44 That if Chriſt were perſonally preſent (and L 0 
/ Leing here, by rhe Appointment of the Snod, in Co 
his Stead) I ſay, were Chriſt perſonally pre- 
2: ſeut he would ſay to you, Forafmuch as you 93 
z. | Pave done it unto one of theſe little Ones, you 
have done it unto me. ELL 62 
if KY Prop. 8. Miniſters are not to be as dumb Dogs, 
1: Hen their F. exow Builders. go wrong; ana, 
of | 749" this will offend, yet he behoved 10 ſpeak. 
Now, altho* the Synod of Perth and Stir- 
ding founded their condemnatory Sentence upon 
. the above Expreſſions, without regarding Mr. 
J, Erskine s Anſwers thereto ; yet the General A.- 
> | {embly ſupplied that Deſect, when beſides the 
ſe Expreſſions, as the Synod had found them; they 
condemned alſo his Anſwers thereto : And the 


|| Reader, by comparing them together, may judge = 4 
4 for himſelf, if there is any juſt Ground forthe 2 1 
21 lemn Cenſure of Rebuke and Aamonition at the 


5 


e, Aſſembly's Bar, which was paſt thereupon. 1 
The Prefacer ſays, © That the Sentence, in 
r, | the Cate of Mr. Erskine, was publiſhed, for oo 
© the Information of the Miniſters, and” Mem- 0 
n- bers of this Church, who were not preſent at | 
os, | che Aſſembly, to prevent Mirepreſentaton - 
1 E e which | 
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«© which are too frequent among us at preſent ; 


tand that it was publiſhed from a true Copy of 
ge the Aſſembly's Minutes.” And he adds, * I hat 


te the Aſſembly were conſtrained to reject Mr. 


Erskine s Appeal, and to rebuke him at theic 
£© Bar: Which being done, he offered a Paper, 
re containing his Adherence to his former Pra- 
* Ctice; and proteſted, that he would not ſub- 
© mit to their Rebuke; and to him adhered 
<© other three Miniſters, thereby making them- 


e ſelves equally guilty with him.” As to which, 


the Reader may compare the original Paper, 


containing the Dent, and the Keaſons of Diſ- 


ſent, herewith publiſhed, with the Terms in 
Which their Adherence to Mr. Erskine's Proteſt 
Is expreſs' d; and he will find, that, as they have 
not adopted Mr. Erstine's Mode of Expreſſion, 
firſt or laſt ; ſo the Crime, the Prefacer would 
Impreſs the World of their being guilty of, is no 
other, but that they proteſted againſt infliting 
any Cenſure upon Mr. Erskine, for teſtifying, 
in his Sermon to his Brethren, againſt the Act 
1732, in order to. their exerting themſelves to 
Have what ſeemed wrong in it rectified in a regular 


Way. And that they prozeſted at the ſame Time, 


That by the Rebuke and Admonition given to 


Mr. Erskine, for teſtifying againſt the ſaid Act 
as above, their Liberty and Privilege, according 


x0 their Duty by their Ordination- Engagements, 


to teltify againſt this or other Defections of this 
Church, might not be buried and ſuppreſſed; 


and a Way thus opened for the Church herfelf 


4 
| bl 
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to overthrow our Conſtitution more eſtectual- 
ly, than it could probably be done by foreign 


Force or Influence. Ang if the Frater defigns 
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ANY YE 


{ | to givefull Satisfaction to oo Miniſters and Mem 
- | bers of this Church, who have this Affair only 
by Report, it will perhaps be neceſſary, in order 
to their being convinced, that theſe Brethren . 
, | were guilty of a Crime inferring Suſpenſion, &c. 
aud of their Ohfinacy, when it was in their 
- | Power, by a due Submiſſion, to have ſaved the 
3 | Fudicatories, and themſelves, from all further 
Trouble; that he make it appear, that a Church 
of Jeſus Chriſt, may warrantably, and according 
„to the Rules laid down in his Word, and agree- 
= | ably to the Principles of Reaſon itſelf, ſettle a 
1 | Miniſter: in a Congregation, upon the Call and 
+ Suit of Heritors not reſiding in the Pariſh, and 
e 
E 
d 


ſome of them not of the Communion of the e- 
ſtabliſhed Church, againſt the poſitive Voice of 
the whole Elderſhip, and in Oppoſition to the 
o declared Mind of every Head of Family in the 
g Pariſh, except Four who were ſilent, but gave 
; no_ poſitive Conſent unto it, and one Boy about 
+ | Fourteen Years of Age, who, by his Tutor, vo- 
o ted for the Settlement; and another Heritor, who 
ir gave his Voice for the Settlement upon the Day + 
e, Jof the Moderation, but a few Days after judici- 
0 ally retracted it, and acceded to the Oppoſers | 
Jof, the Settlement, and joined the whole Pariſh 
g in the Choice they had made of another at the 
„% OE LR AN 
is The above is the very Caſe of the Settlement 1 
. Jof the Pariſh of Kingolarum, voted and deter- 
iE || mined. by the laſt Aſſembly, and which was ] 
I. id, in open Houſe, tobe agreeable to and ſoun- 
in « || ded. upon the Act 1732. And it is pw chat 
ns it might poſſibly have been ſo; and, whetherg 
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2, Sm, Fey MB Bo 
zn Fact, according to ae Examination of the 
Claims of ſuch as are called legal Voters, it is 

Jo or not; yet it is obvious to every Man, who v 
narrowly looks into the Act 1732, that a paral- C 


el Caſe may agree very well with it. He may tt 
nkewiſe ſhew, That, according to other Acts of ( 
former Aſſemblies, ſuch as were appointed to be *c: 
read by the Miniſters in the Presbytery of Dan- Þ at 
Fermli ne, ſome Time in June laſt, the Presbyte - v 
xy, where ſuch a Settlement as above ſhall take N 
| Place, are bound in Duty, and in Obedience to k 
theſe ſtanding Rules of this Church; to! deny | + tt 
Sealing Ordinances, and the very Benefit of hea- tl 

ring the Word of God preached, to all within  -a1 

: ſuch a Congregation, who refuſe to ſubmit to tl 


the Miniſtry of a Teacher, in their Opinion im- # 
poſed upon them; and that merely for their ſo Þ et 
doing, without any other Offence whatſover. te 
It may likewiſe be proper ſor him, to make it A 
appear, (in caſe his Argument is not very con- 
Vvineing in proving what is above deſiderate) that 7 
the wrong Decrees of a fallible Church (ſuch . ſe 

as this Church is by her own Confeſſion) are . 
not to be called in Queſtion by her Office- o 
HPearers, nor examined by the Word of God; t. 
and, if found contrary to it, that they are not f 
to declare them to be ſuch, c. upon proper I 
Occaſions, in order to their. being amended ; t 
„ tho', by the Commiſſion they have received]! 1 
Jem ber Head and Lord, they are bound upon t 
he Peril of their Souls to declare the whole Coun- I 1 
Tel of God, and to receive no DecreeMiriconſfi- | - 1 
tent with the Word of God, and to endeavour ! 1 
to have any ſuch Decrees voided and repealed, + 


dor the Glory of God, ang the Church's Safety [+ ! 
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and Preſervation. It will alſo have its own Uſe, - 
to ſet this Affair in a due Light, for the Con- 
victiom of the Miniſters. and Members of this 
al- Church; If the Publiſger of the Acts ſhall 
ay think fit to prove it, that when Miniſters of 
of | Chriſt are engaged in a Cauſe of publick Con- 
be cern, for the Defence, of the Conſtitution they 
- are ſolemnly engaged to e they may not- 
te- withſtanding tamely conEnt © to have their 
ke || Mouchs gagg'd by mere Authority, from ſpea- ; 
to king one Word in the Cauſe ; and, to fave 
ny their own Heads, they may ſtand by and fee 

ea- - their Brother cenſured for doing his Duty; 

ain and thereby, not only their own erty, bur 

to | that of every Member in this Church, to reſti- 

m- y (when they can do little Thing elſe} againſt | 

fo the Defections of a declining Church, buried 

er. || © together with his: That they are to be ſhſpen- 

e it ed and diſcharged, according to the Rules of | 
on- God's Word, from {peaking any more in the  % 
hat Name of the - Lord, as having rendred them- AY 
ich ſelves unworthy of that ſacred Character, for ""m 
are ſaying, with ſome Solemnity, That they are 

ce- obliged in Duty, and therefore cannot but main- 

d; | tain their Liberty, to teſtiſy againſt preſent and AY 
not | -+ future Defections of a Church, whereof they are 
per | Miniſters and Officers, when her Defettron'is i 
d; to them moſt evident; and ata Time when their = 
ved Liberty, thus to bear Witneſs to the Truth, and —_ 
on to excite themſelves and others to their Duty 
un- ſeems in the plaineſt Manner to be reſtrained and 
nſi · ¶ ſuppreſt. And that, whatever ſelf-deſtructive 
our! Meaſures the Plurality of a Society ſhall take, 4 
ed, the Minority have no Right to reclaim, but are 
let; bound to behold the fatal Caroftrophe with pro- 4 
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found Silence and Submiſſion, without opening 


their Mouths in the moſt decent Manner, or 
upon the moſt proper Occaſion, to evite or pre- 


If the Publiſher of the Acts does not enter 


upon, and go handſomly through, the Argument; 
it is poſſible ſome Miniſters and Members of this 
Church may ſuſpect he has miſtaken. the true 
State of the Queſtion, in the Caſe of the diſſen- 
ting Brethren ; and, it may be added, of Mr. 
Erskine likewiſe: Seeing, if the other Propo- 
ſitions, beſides theſe which relate directly to the 


Att 1732, which is the main Ground at preſent | 


of his Teſtimony, as well as of his Brethren 


_ _ adhering to him, as is plain from the Terms in 
Which both his Proteſt and their Adherence is 
conceived ; the other Propoſitions are either no- 
thing to the Purpoſe, the Compolers of the 


Remarks had in View, or they are Truths plain 

- and evident in themſelves, however ſome Mem. 
bers of the Synod were very much offended at 
them, for Realons beſt known to themſelves ; 
which will further appear, when it it obſerved, 


that, tho* the Publiſber ſays, That Mr. Erskine 
e v. that he would not ſubmit to the Aſſem- 
bly's Rebuke, it is however evident from the Pa- 
per he gave in, that, in the Preamble to his Pro- 
teſt, he acknowledged the Authority of this 
Church to cenſure him as well as others, by Re- 
buke, Admonition or otherwiſe; ſeeing he there- 
in owns his Subjection to her Judicatories in the 


* 


- 


W | Lord; and that he did not proteſt againſt the 
Cenlure diſpenſed unto him, as if he contemned _ 


the Authority of the Church, bur as importing 
that the-Do rines he had preached . * ang 
COT”; ES x oy 


TT 
| found, and therefore no more to be publiſhed in 
this Church as the Truths of God, either by him 
'or any other Miniſter. And the only Particular 
he | condeſcends upon, is his doctrinal Condem- 
nation of the Act 1732, by which he puts his 
"Teſtimony upon the very ſame Foundation with 
his A4berents 5 «It being what, it would ſeem, 
he had moſt in his Eye all along, as being the 
Truth relating to Church-Government, moſt 
called in Queſtion at preſent. And *tis probable, 
that, if the Publiſper ſhall not ſay more than he 
has done, to convince the Members of this 
Church, That it was neceſſary, juſt and expedient, 
to ſuſpend Miniſters, and to proceed from that 
to an higher Cenſure againſt. them, merely for 
defending a Truth founded in the Scriptures, and, 
agreeably thereunto, declared to be a Principle 
of this Church in her Second Book of Diſcipline, 
fworn'to in our National Covenant; and for 
aſſerting their Liberty and Duty to teſtify againſt 
publick Deſections of this Church, which, if 
t Fontinued in, threaten her with ſpeedy Ruin 
aud Deſolation; many of them who were not | 
» preſent at the Aſſembly, may poſlibly think that 
© [the Publiper himſelf is guilty of what he charges ]l 
2 85 Mr. Erskine, viz. à bold and daring = 
: ractice, if it may be called ſuch, for a Man, iv 
without having Courage to tell who he is, to de- 3 
'S [fame Miniſters, and to pretend he has Reaſons to 
convince the World, that their Crime is black, 
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„ ithout advancing one Reaſon to ſupport what. 8 


© | The Reader vil jadge, upon conſidering s 
5 Whole, whether Mr. Erskine and his Adhe. 
5 pas ure to de condemned fog teifjing t 
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or other Defections of this Church: Or, if the 


Particulars jumbled together, as being a Thing more 


| *( 80 } 
che Act 1732, in order to have it amended, that 
the Conſtitution of this Church might not be over- 
turned and ſubverted by it; and for aſſerting their 
own Liberty, and that of other Members of this 


Church, to teſtify, according to Duty, againſt this 


Members of the Synoa are not rather to be blamed, 
who attack d Mr. Er5kne with a great deal of Zeal, 
altho* they had nothing conſiderable to lay to luis 
Charge; as appcars from their not being able to 
found a parficular Relevancy of ene or more of his 
Propoſitions, but that the; were obliged to betake 
themſelves to a general Relevancy upon the whole 


'eafily ro be obtained; ſeeing a numerous Body of 
Men might ſome of them think one Expreſſion wrong, 
and 'otfiers another, tho in the mean Time they 
might never perhaps agree all together in the Rele- 
vancy of any one of them: And which is likewiſe 
evident from their own Anſwers to Mr. Erskine 
Reaſons of Appeal, in which, after ſome Months Time 
to deliberate upon the Affair, they have not brought 
forth any Thing againſt him, but argue NY 
from mere Church-Authority : And if they had net 
ated more wiſely, if they had waved that Affair, 
and brought no ſuch Queſtion upon the Field; e- 
Fpecially ſeeing it was fairly laid before them, as an 
Argument againſt taking in this Cauſe, and for dit- 
miſſing it rather in Point of Prudence, That, if this 
Affair was puſh'd, it might probably iſſue in ſuch an 
Event as has happened, 5 tend to Schiſm and Di- 
viſion in this Church; and that the Balance in the 


u 
Days by which ſome of Mr. Erskine's Friends were 


